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Biograpiy. 


BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES OF ASAAD SHIDIAK. 


Tur following account of the remarkable convert from the Maronite 
Roman-Catholic church, whose name has, of late, appeared frequently 
on the pages of the Missionary Herald, is compiled chiefly from the 
journal of Mr. Bird, American missionary in Syria. ‘The other matter 
which is inserted, is derived from authentic sources, and is designed 
to connect, or to illustrate the extracts from the journal, or to render 
the biography more complete and satisfactory. For a very interesting 
portion of his intellectual and religious history, the reader is referred 
to his own statement, published at pp. 71—76, 97—101, as a repeti- 


tion of it in this place would be needless and improper. 


His Early History. 


Asaap SHIDIAK was born in the dis- 
trict north of Beyroot, called Kesruan, 
where, and at Hadet, asmall village five 
niles south-east of Beyroot, his family 
have ever since lived. ‘This family | 
now consists of the widowed mother, 
five sons, (of whom Asaad is the third,) 
andtwo or three daughters. At about 
the age of 16, he entered the college of 
Ain Warka, and spent a year and a 
half in studying grammar, (Arabic and 
Syriac,) logic, and theology. After 
this, he passed two years teaching 
theology to the monks of a convent near 


the patriarch thought proper to dismiss 
him without ceremony. 





Connexion with Mr. King. 





The dispensations of Providence often seem 
| afflictive when they happen, and most kind 
| aud benevolent afterwards, when their design 
lis perceived. So it was in the case of Asaad. 
Being thus cast out upon the world, by those 
who ought to have befriended him, he applied 
to Mr. King for employment as his instructer 
in Syriac, and was accepted. Though 2 
young man, Mr. King pronounced him to be 
one of the most intelligent natives of the 





Hadet. 

He has also been some considerable | 
time scribe to the bishop of Beyroot, and 
tothe patriarch, the latter of whom was 
ateacher in the college when Asaad was 
astudent. During the late rebellion, 
headed by the shckh Beshir, a mere 
complimentary letter of Asaad’s, writ- 
ten to one of the disaffected party, being 
mtercepted, and shewn to the emir 
Beshir, his suspicion was excited, and 
he wrote immediately to the patriarch, 
in whose employ he then was, todismiss 
him from his service. The letter of 
Asaad was produced, and though it was 
en to contain nothing exceptionable, | 


‘ 
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country, whom he had met with on Mount 
Lebanon. From morning until night, for sev- 
eral weeks, they were together, and hours 
| were spent by them, almost every day, in 
discussing religious subjects; and upon 2 
mind so candid, so shrewd, so powerful in its 
conceptions, and so comprehensive in its sur- 
veys, as that of Asaad, an impression favora- 
— to protestant Christianity could not but 
be made. 

Having completed his engagements with 
Mr. King, he, at the recommendation of Mr. 
Fisk, set up a school in Beyroot, for teaching 
Arabie grammatically; but soon found himself 
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obliged to relinquish it, at the command of his , 
patriarch. He was also forbidden, as is stated | 
by Mr. Bird, to give any further instruction to | 
the Bible-men, as the missionaries are called, | 
because the patriarch “had received fresh in- | 
structions from Rome to persecute these men | 
by every means in his power, so long as onc of 
them should remain in the country.” 

When Mr. King was about to leave Syria, 
he wrote the Farewell Letter to his friends in 
that country, which gave occasion to the 
events which are narrated in the last number, 
pp. 112—115. The letter was designed, by the 
writer, to shew the reasons, which prevented 


his becoming a member of the Roman Catho- || 
This letter Asaad attempted to |) 
answer: but his answer, so far from being sat- | 


lic church. 
isfactory to himself, was the occasion of rais- 
ing strong doubts in his mind, as to the general 
correctness of the Romish faith. 


Connexion with Mr. Bird. 


Under the influence of these doubts, which | 


seem to have distressed him greatly, he enter- 


ed the service of Mr. Bird as his instracter in | 


Arabic. His doubts continued to increase; for 


he now began in earnest the study of the Bible | 


and of his own heart, and made constant pro- 


gress in the knowledge of both. At length | 


he became a protestant in faith, and, as there 
is reason to believe, a truly pious man. Im- 


mediately he commenced reformer; and though | 
young, his matured judgment, his vigorous in- | 


tellect, his intrepidity, and his acquisitions, 


great for his age and his nation, soon drew to- | 


wards him the general attention. 
Visits his Relations. 


On the 12th of November 1825,— 


says Mr. Bird—Shidiak received a let- || 


ter from the patriarch, in which he 
threatens him, with his brother Tan- 
noos and another Maronite youth, with 
immediate excommunication, unless 
they ceased from all connexion with the 
Bible-men. 

15. After mature deliberation, it was 
thought advisable, for the present, that 
he should go home to his friends in Ha- 
det, until the fever of alarm and oppo- 

sition should subside a little. 


His Return to Mr. Bird. 


Dec. 12. Shidiak returned, after 
nearly a month’s absence, to continue 
with me for a year, risking whatever 
—rr. and violence might come upon 
him. He has just been obliged to give 


np an advantageons contract of mar- | 








sof Asaad Shidiak. ~ 
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, Tiage, into which he had some months 
ago entered, because, since suspicions 
| were afloat that he is heretical in his 
} notions, the father of the girl required 
, him to bring a letter from the patriarch, 
specifying what office he would give 
him.—He now gives up all intentions of 


| 
| 


|| Marriage. For his greater security, I 


| am to procure for him the usual written 
protection of the English consul, which 
shall ensure to him, while in my imme- 
diate employ, all the safety and liberty 
of an English resident. 


Progress of his Opinions. 


13. Spent most of the day in conver. 
sation with Asuad on the subject of ree 
ligion. He had lately been much in 
company with the emir Sulman, and 
observed, that his prejudices against 
|| Christianity were evidently much soft- 
ened. j 

14, Conversed with Asaad on the 
Books of the Apocrypha.* He seemed 
satisfied with the proofs that they were 
_ not givea by inspiration of God.—He is 
| now searching the Scriptures with such 
_an intensity of interest, as to leave him 
i — time, nor relish for any thing 
else. 

1 We have a copy of the Arabic Bible, 
|| printed at Rome, at the end of which is 


! 


| an appendix, which he has discovered 
|| to contain a co ious list of popish doc- 
|| trines, with their appropriate refer- 
ences to Scripture proofs. These proofs 
| he has found so weak, that he expresses 
| his astonishment how such doctrines 
could be inferred from them; and noth- 
l ing has occurred, of late, which has 
more strengthened his conviction that 
the church of Rome is radically wrong, 
| What seems to have affected him most 
| sensibly, is, the expression he has 
|, found, “We are under obligation to kill 
heretics.” ——Proof.—-‘False prophets 
|| God commanded to be slain. Jehu and 
Elijah killed the worshippers and 
prophets of Baal.’—This passage ‘he 
_ Shows to all who visit him, priests and 
people, and calls upon them to judge 
| whether such sweeping destruction is 
| according to the spirit of the Gospel. 
| In this country, where the pope can- 
| not do allhe could wish, the right of 
| 
| 
| 


murdering every one who differs from 
him, has not been so publicly asserted 
of late, and some, when they hear it, 
| are a little startled. But most of the 
_ good children of “the church” are soon 
| quieted again, by the recollection, that 
their kind and compassionate “mother” 
| means well, even in murder. ‘he com- 








} _* The papists receive these buoks as of equal di- 
vine authority with the books of the Old Testament 
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mon mode of reasoning is, in this case, 
inverted. It is not said, “the action is 
right, therefore the church does it;” 
put, “the church does it, therefore it is 
right.” 

Jan. 1, 1826, ‘Twelve or fourteen in- 
dividuals were pocenes at the Arabic 
service at Mr. Goodell’s. After this 
service we questioned Asaad closely 
with regard to the state of his heart, 
and were rather disappointed at the 
readiness, with which he replied, that 
he thought he was born again. For 
ourselves, we choose rather to suspend 
our opinion. He can hardly be supposed 
to have acquired yet, even sfeculative- 
ly, very clear notions of what is regen- 
eration; and it would seem quite as 
consistent with Christian humility and 
with a true knowledge of his iinoin, 
if he should speak of himself with more 
doubt and caution. 

Inthe evening, an acquaintance of his, 
one who has heretofore expressed great 
friendship to him and to us; who had 
said, that there was no true religion to 
be found in the whole country, and pre- 
tended to lament very much that the 
patriarch and priests had so much sway; 
came to give Asaad a last serious ad- 
monition. 

“This,” said he, “is the last time I in- 
tend ever to say a word to you on the 
subject of religion. I wish, therefore, 
before you go any further, that you 
would pause, and think whether you can 
meet all the reproach of the world, and 
all the opposition of the patriarch and 
priests.” 

Asaad replied, that he had made up 
his mind to meet all these things. “And 
now,” said he, “if, as you say, you in- 
tend never to hold any more conversa- 


tion with me on the subject of religion, || 


I have one request to make of you, and 


that is, that you will go, and make the || 


subject of religion a matter of serious 
prayer and inquiry, and see where the 
path of life is; f then leave you with 
your conscience and with God.” 


After relating the substance of this | 


conversation to us, Asaad remarked, 
that these people reminded him of the 
late patriarch such an one, who hada 
moderate share of understanding, but 
was ambitious to appear very well. This 


patriarch had a bishop, who was really” 
an acute and learned man, and whose | 


opinions were always received with the 


greatest deference on all matters rela- || 


tive to religion. The bishop being on 
a visit one day at the patriarch’s, the 
latter called him to his presence, and 
proposed to him the interpretation of a 
passage ot Scripture. 


the explanation according to the best of || 
“No,” said his holiness, |! suspicions.” 


his judgment. 
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The bishop gave |! 
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'“that is not’the meaning of the pas- 
| sage;” and oe as to have a second. 
, When the bishop had again given his 
_ opinions and reasons, the patriarch an- 
-swered as before, “That is not the 
| meaning of the passage.” In a third 
| and fourth case the bishop was equally 
| unfortunate, all his arguments = 

swept away by the single sage rema 

of his holiness, “That 1s not the mean- 
ing of the —— At last the bishop, 
in a fit of discouragement, said, “Your 
holiness has put me upon the solution of 
a number of questions, in all which, it 
seems, d have been wrong. I would 
now thank your holiness to teltme what 
-issight.” ‘The patriarch being startled 
at the new ground he was on, changed 
| the conversation.——“So,” said Asaad, 
“these people can all tell me I am mis- 
taken; but when I ask them what is 
right, they are silent.” 

Asaad has often remarked, that he is 
full of anxiety, and finds no rest for the 
sole of his foot. In many things he sees 
the Romish church to be wrong, and 
{in some things he thinks we are so. 
| Our apparent tranquillity of mind, as to 
| our religious views, isa matter of sur- 
| 
| 





prise to him. This evening he con- 
versed on the subject with more than 
| usual feeling. “I seem,” said he, “to 
| be alone among men. ‘There is nobody 
| like me, and I please nobody. I am 
| not quite in harmony with the English 
|| in my views, and therefore do not p; 
|| you. My own countrymen are in so 
| much error, ' cannot.please them. God 
|, 1 have no reasen to think I please; nor 
| do I please myse/f. What shall I do?” 
it was not altogether unpleasant to 
|| hear these professions of diffidence in 
himself, and I endeavored to turn off his 
| attention from all other sources of con- 
\| solation than that of the “Comforter, 
|| whicli is the Holy Ghost.” 
| Asaad observed, that whatever might 
| be said, and whatever might be true, 
|| of our odjecf, in coming to this country, 
he saw that the doctrines we taught 
| were according to truth, and he was 
more than ever determined to hold 
| to them. ; 
| Asaad says, that wherever he ; 
and to whomsoever he addresses him- 
self on the subject of religion, people 
say, “Ah, it is very well for you to go 
about and talk in this manner: you have, 
'no doubt, been well paid for it all.” 
‘Lhese insinuations wear upon his spirit, 
|| and he sometimes says, **O that I were 
_ in some distant land, where nobody had 
| ever known me, and I knew nobody, 
| that 1 might be able to fasten men’s 
attention to the truth without the possi- 
bility of their flying off to these horrjtl 
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_He wishes also to have another inter- |! 
view with the patriarch, that he may || 


tell him his whole heart, and sce what 
he will say. ‘The patriarch is not, he 


says, of a bad disposition by nature, and | 


aga, a if he could be persuaded that 
e was neither acting from revenge nor 
from love of money, but simply from a 
a conviction of the truth, he would be 
softened in his feelings, and something 
might be done with him to the benefit 
of religion. He desired, among other 


the w ‘Testament should be printed 
under the patriarch’s inspection at 
Shooair, the expense of which, (if he 
chose,) should be borne by the English.* 


Visits the Patriarch. 


6. For some time, we had been look- 


ing daily for a regular excommunica- || 


tion to be published by the patriarch’s 
order against Asaad; but instead of 


this, a letter arrived from his holiness || 


to day, brought by his own brother, 


riest Nicolas, containing his apostolic | 


lessing, inviting him to an interview, 


and promising jim a situation in some | 
The messenger said, that the | 


office. 
patriarch, his brother, had heard, that 
the English had given Asaad 40 purses, 
(2,000 dollars,) to unite him with them, 
and that he had thought of giving Asaad 


the same sum, that no obstacle might | 
“This | 


remain to his leaving them. 
money,” said he, “with which the En- 


glish print books, and hire men into | 
their service, is but the pelf of the Man | 


of Sin, and could you but be present to 
hear what people say of you, through 


the whole country, for your associating | 


with the English, you would never be 
in their company again.” 

When we were informed of what 
occurred between this pricst and Asaad, 


and of Asaad’s intention to go and see |! 


the patriarch, we all expressed our 
fears that he would be ill treated, but 
he did not anticipate it. He said, he 
had known an instance of a vile infidel 
and blasphemer, who was simply ex- 
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——_ to propose, that an edition of || 
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It was during this visit, that most of the 
, conversations happened which are so admira. 
H bly narrated by himself, in the statement, to 
|| which allusion has already been made, pub. 
| lished in the Missionary Herald for March and 
| April. He manifested throughout, as the 
reader will remember, the spirit of the early 
Christian confessors. He denied the infalli- 
bility of popes and councils; asserted and de- 
| fended the great doctrines of the Gospel; 
and besought, that the Scriptures might be 
|| circulated, and read, and be made the only 
1 standard of faith, and rule of practice, and that 
i evangelists might be sent through the land. 
Against such a formidable innovator, the 

patriarch and his bishops rose up in wrath, and 
} Asaad was threatened with imprisonment and 
| 


} 
| 
| 
| 
} 
} 
| 
| 
i 
| 





| death. 
Two days after his departure, he thus wrote 
| to Mr. Bird: 


i “Tam now at Der Alma, (convent of 
|, Alma,) and thanks to God, I arrived in 
| good health. But as yet I have not 
|| seen the patriarch. I pray God the 
Father, and his only Son Jesus Christ 
(| our Lord, that he would establish me in 
} his love, that I may never exchange it 

for any created thing—that neither 
|, death, nor life, nor things present, nor 
| things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor riches, nor honor, nor dignity, nor 
| office, nor any thing in creation, shall 
|| separate me from this love. I hope yout 
| will pray to God for me; which re- 
| quest I also make all the brethren 
and sisters (all the saints,) after giving 
'! them, especially Mr. Goodell, abundant 
salutations.” 

24. Heard that Asaad had been sent 


te 


! 

i : 

| to the Armenian convent Bzumar to 
| 

| 


(| confess, and that he would probably be 
Another 


| sent to Aleppo as a priest. 
' said, he was seen at the college at Ain 


| Warka. 


communicated, and that it was not the | 


custom of the Maronites to kill, as we 
suggested, on account of religion. We 
assured him, that he had not yet learned 


how much men hate the truth, and that | 


his church would not feel herself half 


as much in danger from an open blas- | 
| meee as from an active lover of the | 


ospel. 
g would result from such a visit, 
that we ceased from urging our objec- 


But he was so confident that | 


tions, and commended him to the will 


of God. 





* "This he actually a pape the patriarch would | 


not listen to the pr¢posal a moment. 
, 


Ts forcibly detained. 


Feb, 22. Fearing for the safety of 
| Asaad, since hearing that he has not 
written to his friends, we, this morning, 
sent off a messenger with a short note, 
to find him, and ascertain his state. 

23. ‘The messenger returned, saying, 
that he yesterday went to the village, 
where he understood the patriarch 
was, and found that he had just gone 
| with a train of twenty men, and As 

in company, to Der Alma. Inthe morn- 

ing he rose, went to that convent, 

chanced to find Asaad alone. After 

some conversation, in which théy were 
'providentially not interrupted, Asaat 





vent of 
ived in 
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handed him a hasty line, and he return- 
ed. The line was as follows: 

“Much respected Brother,—-Your 
note has reached me, and has added 
another proof to the many I have had 
already, of your kind regard to me. I 
now beseech you once more, to pray 
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| before, saying, “If you will pass this 
1| -2?, ‘ - 

|| way about midnight, I will go with you 
|| to Beyroot.” Owing to some circum- 


|| Stance, the young man did not go to the 


| convent, and now he proposed to take a 
|| horse, by which Asaad may escape to 
night. 





for me, that 1 may be delivered from the |; 
dark devices of men. I find myself re- |! 
duced to quite an extremity. One or more 
of three things are before me; either || 
tobe thought mad, or to commit sin, || 
or to offer up my life. 1 call upon God || 
for deliverance. I cannot now write || 
fully, but the bearer will tell you of all.” 

The messenger said, that the emir of | 
that district had threatened to send him 
to Bteddeen to be imprisoned. Asaad 
replied, that he was ready to go to 
rison and to death. He was engaged 
in daily disputations with the patriarch || 
and others. His countenance wore a |! 
shade of melancholy, and his eyes were || 
red with weeping. \| 

When it was proposed by the messcn- |) 
ger to interfere with English authority || 
for his rescue, he said such a course || 
might exasperate his enemies, and cost |, 
him his life: it would be better to wait | 
awhile, and leave it for Providence to || 
open a way for his escape. 

This assurance of his steadfastness |! 
was like a cordial to our spirits, and | 
was not without a good influence on 
some that are about us. By the grace 
of God, he will witness a good confes- 
sion before the -dignitaries both of 
church and state, and by the same |! 
grace, he may open the eyes of some of |: 
them to the truth as it is in Jesus. ‘lo! 
Him that was with Daniel and with the | 
three children in their dangers, we | 
commend him. | 

24, Called on the consul to inquire || 
what could be done for the protection or | 
relief of Asaad. He recommended a | 
course of moderation and forbearance, |! 
and said it was not customary to extend | 
English proiection to natives, when |! 
abroad on their own business. 

26. Two young emirs from Hadet 
called. I asked one of them, “Where 
is Asaad Shidiak at present?” 

He replied, “He is with the patri- | 
arch.” 

“And is he contented there?” 
“Not very well contented. But what 
should he do, poor tellow, necessity is | 
laid upon him.” | 
lhis remark proves to us, that it is | 
hot a secret among the priests and 
emire, that Asaad is detained against 

his will. 

_ Marchi, A youth called this morn- | 
ing, and said that Asaad Shidiak sent 
me salutation. He shewed me a line 
4€ had received from Asaad the day u 





| As we had not perfect confidence in 


the youth, we did nothing, but having 
ascertained his plan, left him to go on 
as he chose. In the evening, we had a 
season of prayer, particularly on his 
account. 


Escapes and returns to Beyroot. 
2. Rose early, and repaired to the 


room where Asaad would have been, 
had he come; but there were no tidings 


‘from him. Little expectation remained 


of his coming to day, and we were not 
without our fears, that the attempt had 
miscarried. It was not long, however, 
before it was announced, that Asaad 
was at the door. 

The meeting was one of great joy 
and thanksgiving tous all. Aftera lit- 
tle rest and refreshment, he gave us a 
brief account of his escape. 

He had not seen the youth, who had 
undertaken to befriend him, but finding 
he did not call the night before, as he 
expected, he resolved not to wait 
another day. Therefore, at about 12 
o’clock last night, having written a pa- 
per and left it on his bed, with the quo- 
tation, “Come out of her my people,” 
&c. he set off on foot, committing him- 
self to God for strength and protection. 
The darkness was such, that he often 
found himself out of his road, sometimes 
miring in mud, and sometimes wading 
in rivers. After some hours of weari- 
ness and anxiety, he came to the shore 
of the sea, where he found a large boat 
thrown up, under which he cast him- 
self, and obtained a little rest. After 
this, he continued his walk without in- 
terruption, till he reached Beyroot. 

In the course of the forenoon, a mes- 
senzer came from the neighboring 
shekh, or sheriff, requesting Asaad to 
come and see him; adding, that if he 
did not come, he would watch an op- 
portunity to take his life. “The messen- 
ger came a second time, and _ returned 
without accomplishing his object. We 
afterwards wrote a line to the shekh to 
say, that if he would favor us with a 
call in person, and take a cup of coffee, 
he could have the privilege of an inter- 
view with Asaad. Just as the note was 
sent, the consul providentially came in, 
and the shekh found him ready to give 
him a seasonable reprimand for presum- 
ing to threaten a person under English 
protection. The shekh declared, that 
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he had never sent such a message; that 
the man who brought it was but an ass, 
and said it from his own brain; that, 
having heard of Asaad’s arrival, he 
merely wished to see whether the re- 
ports respecting his insanity were true 
or false; that Asaad was his bosom 
friend, his own son, and that whatever 
he had was his; and that as for church, 


and priests, and patriarch, he cared | 


for none of them. 

Toward evening, the youth already 
mentioned entered the house, ready to 
faint with excessive fear and fatigue. 
He had fied from the mountains in all 
haste, under the absurd apprehension, 
that he should be suspected and taken 


up as an accomplice with Asaad. Having || 


thrown himself upon a seat, and taken 


a little breath, he began to relate what | 


had happened. He was at the convent, 
when it was first discovered that Asaad 
had fied. ‘The patriarch and his train 
were occupied in tlhe religious services 
of the morning, so that no great sensa- 
tion was at first apparent among them. 
One individual spoke boldly in favor of 
Asaad, saying, “Why should he not 
leave you? What inducement had he 
to remain here? What had he here to 
do? What had he to enjoy? Books he 
had none; friendly society none; con- 
versation against religion abundant; in- 
sults upon his opinions and his feelings 


abundant. Why should he not leave | 


you?” 
Others, especially the great ones, 


_ the poor maniac, (as they called | 
i 


im,) and sent in quest of him in every 
direction, lest peradventure he might 
be found starving in some cavern, or 
floating in the sea, or dashed in pieces 
at the bottom of a precipice. 

On learning of Asaad all that had 

assed during his absence, we requested 


ligion. The second, ‘l‘annoos, or Aa. 
tony, has lived among us as a teacher, 
and has good native and acquired tal- 
ents; but, though he might be a protes- 
tant if he were left at liberty, he thinks 
it altogether preposterous to attem 
to quarrel with bishops and patriar 
on the subject of religion. 

‘These two brothers, and the uncle, 
(the last worse than the first,) came 
and conversed together with Asaad ia 
his chamber a considerable time. Hear- 
ing them very earnest, I took the lib 
erty also togo in. ‘They continued 
their rebukes and arguments, (especial 
ly the uncle) in so harsh and unfeeling 
a manner, that it made me tremble to 
hear them. ‘They contradicted Asaad, 


| scoffed at and threatened him, calling 


| 





{ 
! 
1 
i 


1im to write a statement of the facts | 
somewhat in the form of a journal. We | 


wished this not only for our own infor- 
mation, but to procuce it to those who 


shall inquire on the subject of Asaad’s | 


lunacy hereafter. 


him possessed, mad, under the power 
of Satan, and so on. Asaad consented 
to go home and leave the English, 


' which was the great point they wished 


to gain, provided they would get an as 
surance from the patriarch in writing, 
to say, on the faith of a Christian, that 
he would not molest him. 

“But,” said they, “then you mus 
hold your tongue, and not broach your 
new opinions among the people.” 

“What,” replied Asaad, **must I go 
and live like a duinb man? No, that! 
will never do. My religion binds me 
not to do it. I must love my neighbor 
as myself.” 

“Why do you not go,” said they, “to 
the Druses, and the Moslems, and 
preach the Gospel to them? You ap 
swer, because there is danger. §o 
there is danger in the present case; 
this is not a land of liberty, therefore 
be silent.” 

saad. —“Secure me but the free ez 
ercise of my conscience, and I will go 
with you. My religion is my all, and! 
must be free in it.” 

They.—“We can give you no such 


> 


| security. Nobody dares go to the patr- 


The statement, which Asaad drew up, in , 
consequence of this request, is the one which | 


has been published in the Missionary Herald. * shackled, is my doctrine.” 


Interview with several of his Relatives. | 


6. Among those who came to see 
Asaad to day, were three of his broth- 
ers and an uncle. 


Mansoor, the oldest of the brothers, | 


we had never before seen. He is a 
furious bigot, and perfectly ignorant and 
regardless of the first principles ef re- 


/ arch with such a request. You cannot 


be permitted to publish your notions 
abroad among the people.” 

“Then,” said Asaad, “there is no 
more to be said;”—rising, and with 
clasped hands walking the room;— 
“Religion unshackled—-Religion ur 


They rose and left the room in a 
angry despair. Mansoor returned, and 


| wished to speak a word with Asaadat 


the door. In a moment, Asaad re 
turned. “Do you know what Mansoor 
has told me?” said he. “His last words 
were, ‘Even if the patriarch and the 
emir should do nothing; if they make 
no attempts to take your life; be assul 


| ed, we ourselves willde the work: 9 


take heed to vourself accordingly.” 
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Asaad was much affected by the in- ,, 
terview. As soon as he found himself 
at liberty, he stepped up into the loft 
where he sleeps, and threw himself on 
his couch in_ prayer. 

While in this attitude his next | 
younger brother, Galed, knocked at the 
door. I called to Asaad to intorm him 
of the fact; but he gave me no answer. 
Ithen invited Galed to another room, 
where Asaad soon joined us with a full | 
and heavy heart. The two brothers 
saluted each other with embarrassment. 
Asaad evidently wished to be ajone, and 
the brother, after a few mild, unmean- | 
ing inquiries, left him. 


Begins to converse more frcintedly with 
the Peojile. 


7. I yesterday advised Asaad to di- , 
rect his conversations with the people, 
as much as possible to their hearts, 
and say little or nothing on the corrup- 
tion of their church. He ehjected to 
the counsel. I referred Kim to similar | 
advice he gave me some months ago. 
“Ah,” said he, “I thought so then, 
but I now see that you cannot stira 
step, but you meet some of their cor- 
ruptions.” However, he to day made 
the experiment, and held an hour’s 
conversation with two visitors on the 
subject of regeneration, ‘They both 
thought themselves renewed, but took 
too little interest in the subject to con- 
fine their attention to it. “You see,” 
said Asaad, after they had gone, “how | 
little they feel on such a subject. It is 
painful to talk with such men. 1 would 
rather see them contradict, and dis- 
pute, and get angry, or any thing, than 
to appear so dead.” 


Interview with a younger Brother. 


Asaad’s brother Galed came again 
to day, and discovered more feeling 
than yesterday on the subject of his 
brother’s leaving the Knglish. He said 
he had brought an insupportable shame 
upon the family. Asaad insisted, that 
such shame was no argument whatever 
for his leaving us; that all the disciples 
of Christ were to expect itasa thing of 
course. Galed assured him, that no- 
body would think of molesting him, ii 
he were at Hadet. I asked Galed if 
his brother Mansoor did not threste: 
yesterday to kill him He turned 
away, colored, and muttered something 
that I did not understand; but the whole 
was a full acknowledgment ofsthe fact. 

Asaad said, *{ cannot confide in you.” 

“But,” said Galed, “if any one were 
disposed to take your life, could they 


hot do it as well here, as at home 
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| you conclude to do? 
'tend te send some assassin to take my 
| life in my room?” 
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I answered, “no; that the emir Beshir 
himself could not enter my house with- 


| cut my permission, and that if the rela- 


tives of Asaad did not cease from their 
threats, I should fecl myself bound to 
shut them out of it.” 

After a long conversation, at the end 


| of which he found Asaad as inflexible 


as ever, he rose abruptly, and was going 
out without a compliment, when Asaad 
started up, and asked, “Well, what do 
Io you really in- 


The youth, without 
deigning to look at him, closed the door 
in sullen grief, and departed. 

Asaad turning to me, said, “I cannot 
please these people. Whatever I say, 
they are sure to be angry. Soft words, 
or hard words, it makes no difference 
tothem. They come as if I were under 
their kingly authority. ‘They lay hold 
of my cloak, and say, ‘Give me this.’ 


| If I say, ‘I will not give it,’ they are 
|anery; andif I reason ‘with them with 


all the mildness of which I am capable, 
and say, ‘Cannot you be accommodated 
elsewhere? Can you not wait upon me 
ina few days?’ &c. they are equally 
angry.” 


Correspondence with his Family. 


8. A messenger calied this mornin 
> 


| with the following note: 


“Jo our brother Asaad Esh Shidiak: 
May God biess youu—We beg you to 
come home to night, and not. wait till 
Sunday. We have pledged our mother 
that you shall come. If you fail to do 
so, you will trouble us all. 

““Your brother, GALED.” 

To this letter, Asaad set down, and 
instantly wrote the following reply. 

“Po our much honored and very dear 
brother Galed: God preserve him.— 
Your note hes reached us, in which you 
speak of our coming home to night, and 
say, thatif we do not come, we trouble 
you all. 

“Now if we were in some distant 
land, your longing afier us in this man- 
ner might be very proper; but we are 
near you, and you have been here, and 
secn us in all health, and we have seen 
you. ‘Then quiet our mother, that we, 
through the bounty of God, are in per- 
fect health, and that we have great 
peace in our Lord Jesus Christ, peace 
above all that the world can afford, and 
abundant joy ia the Holy Ghost above_ 
all earthly joy. But as to .our coming 
up this evening, we do not find it con- 
yehient, not even though we had the 
stroncest desire to see our mother and 
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“I beg you all to love God, and to, 
serve him in our Lord Jesus Christ. | 
This is of all things the most impor- 
tant; for if we love God, if he but re- | 
new our hearts by the Holy Ghost, we | 
shall enjoy each other’s society for , 
ever and ever. 

“And now we are prevented from 
coming to you, and you know we are | 
not void of all desire to see you, but 
the hindrances to which we have allud- 
ed, are, we think, a sufficient apology. 
We beg you to accept our excuse, and 
to apologize for us to our mother, and; 
we pray God to pour out his grace rich- 
ly on you all, and lengthen your days.— 

Your Brother, ASAAD. 

“P, S. Tell our mother not to think 
so much of these earthly things, but 
rather of God our Saviour.” 


Is visited by his Mother. 

This letter had been gone scarcely | 
time sufficient to reach Hadet, when 
the mother herself was announced at 
the door. We welcomed her with all 
coraiality, and treated her with all 
the respect and attention we could. But 
all we could do or say did not alter 
her resolution to get her son away, if in 
her power. She besought him by the 
honor he owed her, by the love he pro- 
fessed for her, by his regard for the 
reputation of her family, for religion 
itself, and for his own personal safety, 
that he would immediately accompany 
her home; and when she found him in- 

flexible, she declared she would never | 
stir out of the house unless he went 

with her. 

‘To all this Asaad replied, “To what 
urpose would it be, that I should go 
home? You wish me to go, you say, 
that people may be convinced that I 
am not mad. But you, who come hith- 
er, and see, and converse with me, say, | 
after all, that 1am mad. How can it be 
expected that I should convince others 
that Iam not mad, when my own moth- 
er will not believe it. Or do you think 


Biographical Notices of Asaad Shidiak. 


Mar, 


and ruin their souls;—by all this | 
should injure your feelings, enrage the 
people, excite the opposition of the 
emirs, and bishops, and patriarchs, and 
then return here just in the state I am 
in now. 

The youngest brother, Phares, who 
accompanied his mother, conversed 
freely and in good temper, and lis- 
tened with attention to all Asaad’s ar. 
guments, by which he endeavored to 
— his views and determinations, 

ut no argument or evidence could 
convince the disconsolate mother. A- 
saad had repeated the name of Christ, 





| and the word of God so often, that she, 


| at last, in a fit of impatience exclaimed, 
“Away with Christ, and the word of 
| God; what have we to do with them” 


| and when we pointed out to Asaad some 


, text of Scripture, which we thought 
| applicable in any case, she would en- 
| deavor to close the book, or catch it 
from him, as if it taught paganism, or 
| witchcraft. During her stay we dined, 
| and as Asaad took the meat upon his 
plate, and ate it without a scruple, in 
this season of Lent, it was remarked 
with what a gaze of wonder she re- 
garded him. She seemed to say in her 
heart, “All is over—my son is lost!” 
After some hours of troublesome ex- 
postulation and entreaty, during whith 
Asaad once said he could bear it no 
longer, and rose, and shook my hand to 
gO, it was finally settled that the moth- 
er should go home without him, but 
that to save the family from the in 
portable shame, which threatened it, 
Asaa. should give her a paper, stating, 
in effect, that he was not a followerof 
the English. When the paper was fin- 
ished, “Now,” said Asaad, “go to your 
home in peace; ’ and walked away: but 
suddenly recollecting himself, he called 
his brother back, and said, ‘Phares, I 
wish you fully to understand, that I love 
you; and I have one request to make of 
zon, which is, that you will take the 
Yew Testament, and read it attentive- 





that if I once get out among you, the | 
air of Hadet will change my opinions, 
or induce me to be silent? Ali these 
are vain expectations. I see no object || 
to be gained. If I should goto Hadet, | 
and be constantly disputing with the | 
people, and telling them, that you are 
all going astray; that you are worship- 
ing idols instead of the living (sod; that 
I could wish to tear down every pic- | 
ture in your churches; that the bread 
and wine of the Lord’s Supper are not 
Jesus Christ; that I believe the pope 
to be the beast in the Revelation,* 
whose business is to deceive the people 





* When he first came to Beyroot, this same sentence 
was dictated to him, and it appeared in his cyes so 
much fike blasphemy, that he refused to write it. 


ly."—“Give me a New Testament,” 
said Phares, quickly. We gave him 
the book, and he went his way, evi- 
dently affected and softened by the 
interview. 

(To be continucd.) 

The manner in which Asaad fell into the 
hands of his enemies, the crueltics inflicted on 
him, and his inflexible Christian character; 
together with occasional notices of his family, 
and of the ecclesiastical and civil state of 
the country,—will call for attention in the 
next number.—Phares manifested more and 
more susceptibility of religious impression, and 
the mother at length regretted that her son 
was no longer in the society of the missionaries. 
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American Board of 
Palestine FWisstow. 


LETTER FROM ASAAD JACOB TO THE 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 


A LETTER from this young and promising 
member of the Greek church, was printed, as 
the reader will recollect, in the Missionary 
Herald for January, p. 22. 
Asaad Shidiak, which have been published, 
are necessarily translations: but those from 
Asaad Jacob, are not; he having acouired so 
much knowledge of our language, as to write 
in the manner following. 


August 15, 1826. I went to the city 
for to see one of my friends, who had 
been absent. I went also to my uncle’s 
house, for to see my uncle’s family. 
When I went to the house, and had 
seen them, I wished to come back. 
They at my uncle’s told me, there is 
time yet; after a little, you can go. 
“Well,” I said. 

I thought, they wished to see me one 
day, because I had not been in their 
house a long time. But they did not 
wish to see me, but to have me go with 
them to the church. I stayed with 
them one hour, and then was the time 
for evening prayer. They told me, “A 
long time you did not go to the church; 
will you come now?” I told them, 
“Yes.” I thought noone talk with me; 
but not so. When I entered in the 
church, the first one in the church said, 
“This is the farmason.” ‘They think 
the jfarmason is bad; that is, one who 
don’t worship the saints, and who eat 
meat in the fast. When I entered, I 
didnot worship the saints, nor put one 
candle before the saints. Another said, 
“This is not worthy to enter in the 
church; this is heretic.” One said, 
“Go from our church, farmason.” 1 
asked him, ““Why?” He said, “You eat 
meat in the fast, and in Wednesday and 
in Friday.” I told him, “This is not sin, 
you talk lie.” Then they said, “Let 

im go from our church.” One from 
my friends said, “Why? he is Chris- 
tian.’ They said, ‘No, if he is Chris- 
tian, let him bow now before the saints.” 
Isaid “This is not the sign of a Chris- 
tian.” One said, “Let no one talk with 
him, he is foolish a little;” and he who 
Said so was priest. 

In that time was fast, and the fast 
was for the virgin [Mary,] and in that 
day the priest took oil on a little cotton 
from the candle which was before the 
Virgin, and crossed all in the church. 
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When the priest came to the place 
where I was, he wished to cross me. 
The people said, ‘No, no, our priest, 
this is not worthy for this blessing oil.” 
The priest was formerly friend to me, 
above all the priests. They told him, 
“Don’t you know, he eat meat every 
day, and he don’t worship the saints.” 
Then the priest said, “I did not know 
this before,” and went away without 
crossing and blessing me. 


What follows, places ina clearand affecting 
light the inadequate notions entertained by 
priests and people in Syria, and indeed in all 
Catholic countries, of the nature of sin. 
They look upon it as a breach of a ceremonial 
law, rather than of one which is moral, and 
spiritual, and having primary reference to the 
state of the affections, as they appear to the 
eyes of an all searching and most holy God. 


August 26. When the fast for the 
virgin Mary was finished, my father 
came to the house where I was, and told 
me, “Come with me unto the mountain 
for to see your mother, and your brother, 
and sister.” Well I went with him. 
I wished to go, because I wished to see 
my mother and neighbors. When I 
arrived to the house, it was evening 
time, and I was tired and slept. In the 
second day, my fatherawaked me be- 
fore the sun-rise, and told me, “Come 
to the church with me.” Well I went” 
with him. When I entered into the 
church, he told me “now you must con- 
fess.” I told him, ‘Well, if I confess, 
‘I confess the sin just asI please.” He 
said, ““Wery well, confess the sin just 
as you please.” J began to confess. 
Now when any one confess to the 
priest, the priest tells him before he 
confess, to say, ‘I confess to Almighty 
God, and to his only begotten Son, and to 
the virgin Mary, and to the saints, and 
to the angels, and to you our priest.’—I 








i told him, “Let all this go, I do not wish 
to say chat.” “Very well,” said the priest. 
, Then I began and confessed without 
saying that. I told him, “Good many 
timesI do not pray. Good many times 
|] become lazy, when I read the Hol 

Scriptures. I do not think very much 
‘about the Gospel. I am a sinner.” 
|The priest said “Confess the sin.” I 
toid him, “Is not ¢his sin, which J have 
confessed?” He said, “You have not 
great sin.” I told him, “My sin is 
great and many.” He said, “No, betore 
you had great sin; this time, have not 


“like before; beeause I confessed to 


is 
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this priest before, and I told him, “I 
have eaten meat in the fast, and in 
Wednesday, and Friday;” and he then 
said, “You have great many sin; your 
sin don’t be forgiven. Oh! you must 
pray to God, and to the saints, and must 
worship the saints, and must give me 
some money, and give the poor, for this 
sin which you have.” I did not tell 
him,this time, that 1 eat meat in the fast, 
and on Wednesday, and Friday, and 
he did not ask me if 1 did, and was 
glad to believe that 1 did not eat, with- 
out asking me; and the priest, therefore, 
blessed me, and told me you must put 
always your heart, and your think, and 
your soul, to what the priest says. 
Asaap Jacos. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF 
MR. BIRD. 


Is justice to Mr. Bird it should be stated, that 
the following extracts from his journal, are 
enly the residue of that, from which were | 
compiled the biographical notices of Asaad 
Shidiak, a part of which make their appear- 





ance in this number. 





— 


Death of the Pope’s Viear. 


August 10, 1825. Monseignior bishop 
Gondolfi, (the pope’s vicar for mn) 
having been very ill for some weeks, to | 
day we are informed of his death at his | 
residence in Antoora, For his social | 
and hospitable qualities, this prelate | 
seems to be wel! spoken of by all trav- 
ellers, who have made it in their way | 
to visit him. On our first arrival at | 

root, we chanced to meet him, and 

obtain his acquaintance. He appeared 
rfectly tired of his situation, and anx- | 
jous to return to Italy. “This land,” 
he said, “had been termed ‘the Holy | 
Land,’ but it was the land of Satan, a | 
land of everlasting hatred and conten- 
tion.” He once remarked, that he had | 
lived here more than 40 years, and had | 
not found among the people so much as | 
one man of strict integrity. After hav- | 

ing made a number of unsuccessful ap- 
ications for permission to return, he | 
ad at length obtained this object of his | 
desire. One of his brothers had arrived | 
to attend him home, his passage was | 
engaged in a vessel in this port, and he 
was in full and animated expectation of 
seeing Europe once more; when death 
arrested him. He obeyed the summons, 
we are told, with extreme reluctance. 

Sefit. 13. A young Maronite came 
zo beg a copy of the Bible. He said, 
that a considerable number of the in- 
habitants of his sect in Beyroot, were 
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dissatisfied with the patriarch, and 
were on the point of leaving him. The 
truth seems to be, that one of the 
priests of the city, and a favorite of the 
patriarch, has rendered himself odious 
to the people, and mer | are drawing up 
an accusation against him, to be sent to 
Rome, complaining, among other things, 
that he never preached the Gospel, 


Interview with two Emirs. 


The following description is in substance 
contained in Mr. King’s journal,-p. 69: but 
there is circumstantial variety enough to rem 
der its insertion proper. 


23. Asaad and his brother Tannoos, 
(Anthony,) the latter being also in our 
employ, accompanied us on a general 
visit to their family in Hadet. Three 
of us took this opportunity to call on 
the emirs, Phares and Sulman, whose 
houses were close at hand. These 
emirs are relatives of the reigning 
prince, and during the late revolt under 
the shekh Beshir, were of the rebel- 
lious party. At the close of the quar- 
rel they fell into the hands of the emir 


| Beshir, who, to put an end to their re 
' bellions, thought to deprive them at 


once of sight and of speech. To do 
this, a red hot iron was first thrust inte 
the pupil of each eye, and next the 
tongue was drawn out by means ofa 
hock, and cut off with a pair of scissors, 
With regard tothe sight, the work was 
done effectually; but as to speech, we 
were surprised to hear them converse 
still, with a good degree of distinctness, 
The emir Phares is a Maronite Chris- 
tian, but was sufficiently free from big- 
otry to converse with much candor and 
good nature, on the points of difference 
between us and him. Sulman, his 
brother, though born a Christian, 
changed his religion, and became a 
Mahomedan, because he could net 
worship saints and images, the bread 
and wine of the Lord’s Supper, &e. 
Since there was so much mystery 
division of sentiment about “our Lord 
Jesus,” he thought it would be better to 
give him a name, in which all Mussul- 
mans and Christians could unite, and 
call him simply “a prophet.” He 
thought our Saviour’s expression, “This 
is my body,” “This is my blood,” and 
many others, were unnecessarily ob- 
scure. Would it not have been better 
to have said, “This represents my 
body,” &c. We gave him such of our 
thoughts as we supposed might be 
useful, and he listened with attention. 
25. Mr. Fisk preached a very so- 
emn and affecting sermon from the 
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words, “Now then we are ambassadors 
for Christ,” &c.* 


Mr. King’s Departure. 


26. Mr. King took his final leave of 
us at wee Mr. Fisk and myself 
accompanied him on board, and though 
circumstances did not permit us to 
kneel together before the throne of 
grace, Mr. Fisk, particularly, suggested 
anumber of very serious and profitable 
thoughts. Our mission will feel this 
bereavement, but we yield to the prov- 
idences that seem to direct our brother 
back to his native country, and we fol- 
low him with our prayers, for his pros- 

ity and usefulness. Whether he 
will ever reach the land of his fathers, 
and the church feel the benefit of his 
labors there, is left for time to reveal; 
but we risk nothing, we think, in assert- 
ing that Palestine is the better for his 
having visited it. 


Mr. King’s Farewell Letter. 


Oct. 3. Shidiak returned from a 
visit to Hadet. During his visit, he had 
had much conversation with the emir 
Phares, and others, on the subject of 
Mr. King’s Farewell Letter. The emir 
had been contemplating an answer to 
it; “but,” said he, “these quotations 
from the Gospel puzzle me. I don’t 
know what the Gospel says. Perhaps 
he has truth on his side. Pray can you 
rocure me a Bible? and what will the 
ishop say? Will he not excommuni- 
cate me?” He finally concluded to re- 
ceive a Bible. So we, to day, sent him 
one, and hope he will set about a critical 
examination of it. ‘l'wo objects are ac- | 
complished by sending a Bible toa blind | 
man; one is, the benefit of himself; the | 
other, that of him whom he sets toread | 
it. 








| 
Dr. Dalton. 
j 
February 6, 1826. News came from | 
our friend, Mr. Nicolayson, that Dr. 
Dalton, our beloved physician, and 
pious fellow-laborer, is no more. To- 
gether with the letter of Mr. N., we 
also received letters of friendly condo- 
lence from Papas Issa, Papas Cesar, 
and the two chief Greek bishops, Dan- | 
iel and Michael. Thus we are again 
left without a confidential physician in 
all the land. We earnestly hope the 
Board will be able to send us one. Dr. | 
Dalton, as a physician, was ina fair way | 
toadd immense influence to the cause of | 


| 
| 
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religion in the country, certainly much 
more than if he had been simply a 
preacher. 

20. An Arab of our acquaintance, of 
the Greek rite, paid us a short visit. 
Some 70 years ago, and subsequently, 
he said, great efforts were made by the 
Maronites to —— his sect to that 
of the popish Greeks. His uncles yield- 
- to the temptations held out to them 

y the emir, and others; but as to him- 
self, though he was offered a number of 
purses, with a good horse, he replied, 
that he would surrender his life before 
he would change his religion. 


A Mourning Scene. 


21. The proprietor of my house died 
suddenly in the night. The sons early . 
seated themselves with others of the 
male relatives along the wall of the 
garden, near the house, while their nu- 
merous acquaintances, one after anoth- 
er, came to mourn with them, and com- 
fort them; and when they had-saluted 
them, each one took his seat with them 
in silence, on the ground. 

No one at all conversant with his 
Bible, could have witnessed this scene, 
but the case of Job and his three friends 
would have occured familiarly to his 
recollection. 

The women, as they came, entered 
the house by themselves to condole with 
the widow and the daughters. Some of 
them sat weeping, others chanting ex- 
temporaneous praises to the dead, and 
at intervals all seemed to unite in a 
general loud shrick of lamentation. 

When the coffin arrived for the body, 
it was put down before the door with- 
out, and a choir of 20 priests encircling 
it, chanted, in a low voice, a Syriac sere 
vice. This ceremony finished, the cof- 
fin was carried into the house, amid the 
shrieks and wailings of the women 
within, and a burst of loud weeping 
without, nephews and sons giving un- 
restrained vent to their grief, and call- 
ing out, in the most piteous manner, 
‘my uncle, my uncle; my father, my 
father.” F 

‘The body was immediately brought 
out, and borne rapidly away on the 
shoulders of men. ‘The women fol- 
lowing it to the edge of the garden, 
stood waving their handkerchiefs with 
lamentation, and weeping, and great 
mourning, until it was out of sight, 
when they smote their breasts and re- 
turned. 

This sort of mourning continued 
three days. We were rather disgusted 
than otherwise by all this excessive 


|| manifestation of grief, and were ready 





* This proved to be the last English sermon he ever | 
preached, 


: to call it Acathenish, rather than fries 
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until we recollected that Israel mourn- 


ed for Joseph many days, rending his | 


clothes, and putting on sackcloth, and 


that Joseph made a mourning of seven || 


days for his father, and “they mourned 


with a greatand very sore lamenta- | 


tion,” so that the inhabitants of the 

land when they saw it said, ““This is a 
rievous mourning to the Egyptians.” 

Kner the death of Josiah, 

singing men and singing women spoke 

of him in their lamentations.” 


face, and cried with a loud voice,O my 
son Absalom,O Absalom my son! my 
son!” 

March 16. A letter came from the 
Syrian bishop, at Der Sharfi, addressed 
to our cook, who is a Svrian papist, 
saying, that he had reasons tor wishing 
tosee him. “I command you,” he says. 
“with all my authority to come to me. | 
give you permission to delay not longer 
than two days, and take care how you 
put any false construction on my words.” 
‘There was such an assumption of power 
in this letter, over part of my house- 
hold, that I could not acknowledge it. 
I therefore told the cook that he was 
attempting to serve too many masters, 
and that if he thought himself obliged 
to yield to such orders as the present, 
whenever they might come, he had bet- 
ter leave me altogether, which he did 
—It is pretty certain that the bishop 
himself forbade him to return to me. 


Mr. Bird describes the attack of the Greeks 
upon Beyroot, in March of the last year, with 
the consequent events. These occurrences 
having been previously communicated by Mr. 
Goodell, and published in the last volume 
pp- 354—359, a repetition is here avoided. An 
instance of kindness in a young emir, should 
not, however, be overlooked. 


In the evening, 4 young emir, with 
whom I had had some previous ac- 
quaintance, called, with a friend and 
servant, ona private visit. He spoke 
of the reluctance they felt in uniting 
with Moslems in war against Christians; 
spoke of my exposed state on the mid- 
dle ground between the two camps; of- 


fered mea guard ofa few soldiers,which || 
I gladly accepted; conversed on my ob- | 


ject in coming to this country; exam- 
ined a few of my books, &c.; and took 
his leave, wishing no one to know that 
he had been here. Were it known, it 
would give offence to the emir Beshir. 


Instances of Oppression. 


April7. The Kah-ya Bey, with his 
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‘all the | 


At the | 
death of Absalom, “David covered his | 


Mar, 


|! registering all the houses and ga 
that he may hereafter rent them for the 
|, benefit of the 
| jority of the inhabitants of the suburbs 
! have fled, not merely to avoid the pil- 
|| laging of private subbeve, but. chiefly 
| the exactions of the pasha. The lat- 
|| ter is, therefore, taking this method to 
|| insure their portion of the contribu. 
|| tions. ‘hey are fortunate in havi 
|| escaped the imprisonment and beating, 
|| to which their brethren of the > ci 
have been subject, but perhaps their 
|| sacrifice of property every way will be 
| greater. 
|| It is said that the Christians of the 
|| city are determined universally to leave 
the town, where their comforts, p 
erty and lives are so insecure, and 
up their residence among the Christian 
population of the mountains. We wait 
with some anxiety tosee what influence 
these events wii! have on the future 
| interests of this missionary station. 
The Ramadan, or great annual fast 
of the Mohamedans, was ushered in 
this evening by the firing of cannon, 
} as usual. 
| 8 For a number of days we have 
‘been visited by immense swarms of 
locusts. They are not the locust, but 
', the grasshopper of America. To day 
|, they have been flying in such numbers, 
|, and so generally in the same direction, 
that we have been forcibly reminded 
of the driving snow-storms we used te 
|, see, 








if 
; Conversation with a Mussulman. 
| 12, The young Moslem, formerly ia 
| the service of Dr. Dalton, and in ours 
{for a few weeks past, being about to 
leave us, | took him into a room by 
; ourselves, and endeavored to impress 
| him witha sense of the importance of 
, real religion. lL. xplained to him the way 
| of salvation as taught by our holy books, 
}and as he had spoken with admiration 
| of the character of Dr. Dalton and Mr, 
| Fisk, | remarked to him, that all that 
| excellence of character which he had 
observed in them, had been produced 
in a great measure by the sacred books, 
| of which I had been speaking. He had 
‘| said, that these two men must have 
gone to heaven. I therefore took occa- 
' sion to assure him, that whatever hope 
| they had of being saved, was founded 
entirely on the atonement made for sin 
by our Lord Jesus Christ. I acknowl- 
‘edged what 1 could safely do in favor of 
| Mahomet; that when he saw the de- 
| generacy of the Christians of his day, 
| and the follies and wickedness of the 
|| Jews and pagans, he might have felt the 


guard, to day visited our neighborheed, |: importance ef a reformation in religion, 
' 


pasha. The great ma- 
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and might have intended to benefit the 
world by what he did. But whether he 
was from God, we Christians must of 
course beg leave to doubt. God would 
judge between Christ and Mahomet at 
the last day. I concluded by exhorting 
him not to suffer the subject of religion 
and his own salvation to be unthought 
of, as other men of all sects did in this 
land; but that if he thought his soul 
worth more than the world, he would 
inquire, pray, and labor for its salva- 
tion in proportion toits value. He list- 
enéd throughout with seriousness, and 
seemed favorably affected. 


Hopeful indications in a Syrian 
Papist. 


Fat-halla,a youth of some promise, 
left us for Aleppo. He was formerly an 
inhabitant, perhaps a native, of Aleppo, 


and, on his way from Alexandria,where | 


he had been in some employment, he 
was taken by the Greeks, and robbed 
of what little property he possessed. 
As he understood a little Italian, the 
captors intended to keep him with them 
for an interpreter, but he escaped, and 
arrived in Sidon after some time, where 
the English agent, Jacob Abcarios, be- 
friended him, and sent him hither. 
With us he studied Italian, and taught 
a little Arabic. The reading of the 
Scriptures, and various conversations 
we had with him, appear to have pro- 
duced on him a good effect. He is of the 
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denomination ot Syrian papists, of whom | 
the celebrated Peter Jarve (pronounced | 


Jar-we) is patriarch. 
church is shaken, but he says he must 


make further inquiry of his own priests. | 


He is gone directly to the bishop at the 
convent of Sharfi, who, he says, is a 
relative of his;—the same who lately 


sent a bull for my cook, and required | 


him to quit my service. 
The particular occasion of his leav- 
ing us was, a remarkable dream, a great 


part of which had been fulfilled, and he | 


feared the remainder would be. That 


remainder was, that the Greeks would 
come again to Beyroot, and make a 


great slaughter among the people where 
he lived, and even perhaps take his 
own life.* 


Greck Papists. 


May 3. Three young Greek papists | 


successive | 


several 
Our conversation last even- 


have visited me 
evenings. 





.” We afterwards heard, that this youth had many 
disputes with the bishop at Der Sharfi, and that the 
Pp remarked to him, one day, “You have been 
under the instruction of the protestants only a few 
Weeks, but vou have made great proficiency.” 


His faith in his | 


| 
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ing, in = may, was long and inter- 
esting. They frankly denied the infal- 
libility of the pope, the power of priests 
to forgive sin, or prevent its forgiveness 
contrary to the state of the heart of the 
sinner, the right of the pope to forbid 
the circulation of the Scriptures, &c. 


Armeman and Greek Pilgrims. 


12. Walked out in company with 
Mr Goodell and the Armenians, con- 
nected with us, to visit a company of 
pilgrims on their way from Jerusalem 
to Aleppo. ‘hey were about two miles 
off, encamped for the night, chiefly 
Armenians and Greeks; 600 in num- 
ber, and made up of both sexes, and of 
all ages. It was too late for our object, 
as they were mostly sleepy, or too 
weary to pay particular attention to us. 
Had some conversation with a group of 
about 200, who read and bought the 
books we had, and would have been 
glad of many more. They seemed to 
have heard of Dionysius’s having left 
the Armenian church and adopted oth- 
er sentiments, and we occasionally 
heard the question put ina whisper, by 
the by-standers, “Which is the bishop? 
Which is the bishop?” ‘They seemed, 
however, perfectly friendly. 

13. The pilgrims we heard had set 
off to go a short stage, and there pass 
the night and the Sabbath. We there- 
fore packed up a quantity of Syriac and 
Armenian Scriptures, and sent them on 
after them. 

14. Bishop Dionysius returned with- 
out having overtaken the pilgrim’s. 
They had gone early, and gone a long 
stage. 

21. Conversed with some of the 
neighboring family with the New Tes- 
tament in my hand, endeavoring to 
make the main subject not any charac- 
teristic differences between protest- 


‘ants and them, but the all-important 


| 
| 


\| 
Hi 


doctrine of spiritual regeneration. 


The Druses. 


22, The man who has the care of 


the silk worms immediately connected 


| with my house, isa young Druse. This 


evening I went down and had a long 
conversation with him on the concerns 
of his soul, as I had previously had with 
his mother and brother in his absence. 

According to his representation, the 
Druses are regular Geists, and enter- 


ltain far more rational views of true 


| 


spiritual devotion than most of these 
idolatrous Christians. He said, that 
any serious minded person, who wished 
to enter their sacred places, and fast 
and pray, might have liberty to do so 
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and would have liberty also to look into 
their sacred books found in those houses: 
but that if such a’person, after having 
done this, should be known to go abroad, 
and make a ridicule of what he had 
done or seen, they considered it lawful 
to kill him. ; 


Disturbed state of Jerusalem. 


June 3. Mr. Pope, an English offi- 
cer, connected with the East India es- 
tablishment, and now travelling in this 
country, arrived last evening at Mr. 
Abbott’s. He speaks of Jerusalem, 
where he had lately been, as being in 
an almost perfect state of anarchy. 
He himself was insulted and pelted 
with stones, as he passed the streets. 
Without the walls, every country fel- 
low thinks himself at liberty to take 
every traveller and pilgrim by the 
throat, and demand money. Aboo 
Goosh, the prince of the robbers, came 
almost daily to visit his good friends at 
the Latin convent, and required a hand- 
some reward for every visit, not only 
for himself, but for his whole train. 

Greek Arab merchant has 
brought letters from Papas Issa and 
Papas Cesar, at Jerusalem. He says 
the city is in great confusion,—no gov- 
ernment, no quiet, no safety. Houses 
are entered, in the day time by the 
‘Turks, without scruple, money or oth- 
er —— taken, and people beaten 
in the streets. He shewed a wound he 
himself had received in the hand from 
some of these highway robbers. The 
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ptincipal sufferers are of course Chris- | 


tians and Jews. Many of the latter are 
leaving the city by every opportunity. 

‘Two Jews who called on us to day, 
conversed with much good temper on 
the subject of the prophecies; but 
they seem like an impregnable fortress 
against every attempt to impress them 
with prophetical arguments. They 
have the interpretation of the Rabbis, 
which to them is as infallible as the 
inspired word itself. 

ne of the Jews, who came yester- 

day, was here again to day, and after 
a considevable friendly conversation, 

ressed us to come to-morrow, and visit 

im, with our wives and children. 
Mr. and Mrs. Goodell with Mrs. Bird, 
according to the invitation of yesterday, 

aid-the Jew’s family a visit in town. 
They were received and entertained, 
with much apparent good feeling. 

A priest from the neighborhood of 


Hadet, called to day. In the course of | 


i} 


conversation, he remarked, that the 
faith, i. e. the doctrines, of his church, 
were quite unexceptionable, but that 
of works, they had absolutely none. 


Mar, 
| This is certainly no unimportant com 
| cession for a ose It is no more nor 
less than acknowledging, that all the 
Maronites are destitute of saving faith, 
and are therefore going to perdition, 
and therefore that protestant senti- 
| ments would not materially injure the 
| country, were they introduced. 

A Jerusalem pilgrim passed the night 
with us, who had come all the 
| from Ireland, to fulfil what he hi 
calls a —_ vow. He has not beeq 
very well pleased with the coun 
round about Jerusalem, nor very d 
impressed with the holiness of the 
em of the city. He was robbed of all 
is money before he arrived at the 
place, and while there, was stripped 
some of his clothes. He is still, how- 
ever, an ignorant and bigotted papist, 
_—_ afraid to touch the protestant 

ible. 


a 
Sandwich FXslands. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF 


MR. RICHARDS. 


From the journals of Mr. Richards, of pre 
vious date to some which have been published, 
the following portions have been extracted, # 
worthy of notice, notwithstanding the time 
which has elapsed since they were written, 


A Storm and its Consequences. 


On Saturday, March 13, 1824, the natives 
were all seen in busy preparation for an im 
pending storm. Some were propping theit 
houses, to guard them against the violence of 
the wind, and others were spreading thet 
mats on the roofs of the houses to keep out &@@ 
rain; an abundance of both being universally 
expected, and, on account of the frailty of the 
native habitations, as universally dreaded. Mt. 
Richards thus describes the storm, and it 
effects in their situation and comfort. 


Late on Saturday evening the dread- 








| 





| ed tempest commenced. It was a s& 
vere one indeed. Our proximity to the 
ocean added a sublimity to it, or rather 
| a terror, altogether beyond any thing 
| we had ever witnessed. In consequence 
| of the wind’s blowing from the sea, 
tide and waves rose much higher that 
usual. As the waves dashed on 
shore, they sounded like echoes to the 
loud peals of thunder, while the bri 
flashes of lightning gave to the surf, 
brilliancy of fire. The rocking of ouf 
houses, like a vessel before the 
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ther with the loud screams of the 
natives, Which we heard in every direc- 
tion, led us to think that all was not 
safe. The rain, too, poured through 
the roofs of our houses, and in a few 
moments the mats, which constitute our 
floors, (or,carpets,) were all on float. As 
itis but a few paces from our housestothe 
bank of the sea,we soon succeeded in dig- 
ging drains, but the water had risen, in 


some parts of our houses, more than a |) 


foot, before they were completed. The 
whole surface of the und was so 
completely covered with water, that it 
could hardly be distinguished from the 
ocean itself, except by the waves ofthe 
latter, wkich dashed impetuously on 
thebeach. It was near morning before 
the rivulets of water ceased running 
through our houses. We secured our 
clothes in our trunks, by placing the 
trunks on our tables and chairs. Some 
ofthe clothes, however, in the bottom 
of the trunks, were wet, before we were 
aware of the danger. On Sabbath 
morning our house would hardly have 
been recognized as the dwellings of hu- 
man beings. The mats were torn up 
sto prevent them from spoiling, so that 
the grass, mud, and water-courses were 
exposed to open view, and presented an 
appearance not much resembling the 
floors of houses. 


Strong influence of Supfierstitious Fears. 


The pule anaana, or death-prayer, and the 
fatal influence it is supposed, by the South- 
Sea islanders, to exert upon life, have been 
alluded to in past volumes of the Missionary 
Herald. Mr. Richards makes the following 
remarks, as illustrating this superstition. 


18, 
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must die of course, whatever remedies 
should be used. We me him opium, 
and applied bottles of hot water to his 
extremities.. His attendants seemed 
surprised, when they saw him fall 
asleep, and found his extremities gain- 
ing their natural warmth. The boy 


| seemed not less surprised himself, when 


he awoke in the morning, and found 


himself nearly well. 


The natives, who are acquainted with 
the case, entertain different opinions in 
relation to it. Some think there was an 


, extraordinary efficacy in our medicine; 
| but others suppose, that the sorcerer 
_ either.stopped praying, or made a mie- 
| take in his prayer. It is the universal 


opinion, that if a priest hesitates, or 
makes the smallest mistake in his 
prayer, its efficacy is destroyed. So 
great was the effect of this boy’s alarm, 


| that had there been no remedy used, we 


have no doubt the end would 
serious, if not fatal. 

A similar instance has once occurred 
in our own family. We had caught a 
man stealing a piece of cloth from our 


ave been 


yard, and sent the boys living with us, 
to recover It. 


They succeeded; but in 
recovering the cloth, accidentally tore 
the thief’s tapa. He immediately threat- 
ened to pray them to death, and all sup- 
posed that he could do it with perfect 
ease, in consequence of their having 
torn his tapa. Had it not been for this 
accident, his prayers could have had no 


effect; but this threw the boys com- 


pletely in his power. ‘They were all 


| alarmed, and.one of them, notwith- 
' standing all our arguments, appeared to 


believe there was no hope for him, ex- 


|| cept by regaining the favor of the thief. 


|| This he tried in vain to do. 


We were called to attend the | 


funeral of a favorite boy of prince | 


Kauikeouli. ‘The order and decorum 
observed on the occasion were more 
than usually pleasing. ‘he prince ap- 
peared well dressed, and wore badges 
of mourning. His attendants walked 
in procession after the corpse, all dress- 
edin black tapa, according to the na- 
tive style. Called also to visit another 
sick lad belonging to the same family 
with the deceased. 


i] 
} 
| 
| 


} 
| 


20. We were called again to visit |, 


the sick lad of the prince. We last || 


evening found him trembling, and his || 
extremities cold, but these were nearly || 


all the signs of disease which we could | 


discover. On particular inquiry, we |, 


were told, that the lad, whose funeral 
we attended two days ago, was frayed 


todeath, and that the same sorcerer | 


7 


was engaged in praying this one to | 


death. All supposed, therefore, that he 


After three 
days, he was taken ill, and supposed 
he had but a few hours to live. We 
examined him, but could perceive no 
signs of disease, except fear. He la 
in his house rolled up in his tapa. Wit 
considerable difficulty we compelled 
him to come out, and engage in hard 
work. After working an hour, or two, 
he was convinced that he was not sick, 
and concluded that not only foreigners, 
but also the men who live with them, 
are proof against the fule anaana. 


In a subsequent part of his journal, Mr. 
Richards gives the following cases, which 
come properly under this head, and are there- 


| fore transposed from their original place of 


entry. 


Kaiko, one of the highest chiefs of 
the island, being taken sick, sent for 
one of the old priests to know what was 
his disease. After consulting the priest, 
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he concluded that some person was 


praying him to death. He immediately || 


removed to a distant part of the village, 
where hé called on his priest to offer 
sacrifices, and thus ascertain by whose 
ees he was afflicted. The sacri- 

ces were offered according to the an- 
cient form, but no discoveries were 
made, and his disease was not at all re- 
moved. He then returned to his other 
place of residence, but still believed 
that his sickness was the effect of some 
frule anaana. 

His half sister, Kiliwehi, had before 
this been sick with a similar disease, but 
had now seeeemy recovered. As 
soon as she heard of her brother’s re- 
turn, she came to make him a visit. 
The second day after her arrival, she 

layed in the surf, as usual, but had not 
foun out of the water more than half an 
hour, when, without a moment’s warn- 
ing, she became a corpse. As soon as 
Kaiko saw that she was dying, he called 
on one of the old priests to save her. 
The priest immediately addressed him- 
self to one of his old. gods; to which I 
do not know; but as his prayer was not 
now answered, he determined to pray 
tothem nomore. He is now attend- 
ing the falapala, and prays to Jeho- 
vah every morning and evening. 

Last week, I was called to visit an- 
other chief in his last moments. He 


has been failing for several months, and | 


has, from the beginning of my acquaint- 
ance with him, exhibited a great inter- 
est in the Christian religion, and I have 
strong hopes that he has exchanged 
these regions of darkness for the re- 
ions of light. Just before his death, 

e earnestly requested baptism; but 
as it was too late for him to be regularly 
admitted to the church, or even to par- 
take of the sacrament, and as we have 
baptized one person on the sick-bed, 


and that too without her receiving the | 
supper, I thought it unadvisable to com- || 


ly with his request. i feared estab- 
fishing a precedent, which would lead 
others to suppose, that they would be 
entitled to baptism, even though tieir 
lives should not have been co:.formed 
to the Gospel. 


The deaths of these chiefs, and the | 
prevailing sickness of the last six | 


months, are the common suvjects of 
conversation among the enemies of in- 
struction, and furnish arguments against 
all our operations. 

The belief in this kind of sorcery, is 
still nearly universal aere. The process, 
by which the sorcerers attempt to effect 
their purposes, is a long and tedious 
one. You have had some account of it 
in our journal of last quarter.* The sor- 


* See vol. xxi, p. 280, 
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cerer never mentions the name of the 
man, against whom he prays, nor even 
describes his person. Were he to do 
this, he would of course lose his repu- 
| tation, in case the person should not 
| die. But when a man dies, there is al- 
' most always some enemy, who says he 
+ him to death. Many persons 

ave in this way got their reputation 





established, and they are able to affright 
_ almost any person they please by mere 
threats. 





There has been an unusual mor- 
tality among the chiets, within the last 
two years. Of the thirty principal chiefs, 
who were living two years ago, ten 
are now dead. Reports are constantly 
in circulation, that the spirits of those 
|| who are dead have appeared to one and 
|| another, and forbidden all: attention to 
|| the falafa/a. ‘There is, also, a classof 
|| Persons, who put all their confidence in 
|| dreams, and another class, quite as large, 
|| whoare constantly dreaming against all 
|| that is good. One boy dreamed, that 
|| the sickness is all owing to the prince’s 
|| confining himself so closely to study; he 
|| dreamed furthermore, that if the prince 
| would make the tour of the island, stop 
|| at every village, and have a public 
\ cock-fight, this would end the sick- 
hess through the whole island. ‘The 
young prince was much pleased with 
|| the dream, and was anxious to put a 
|| stop to the sickness by the proposed 
|| method. All his attendants joined him 
| in his wishes, as also did some of the 
lower chiefs. At length the guardian of 
the prince became so indignant at what 
was said, that, to put a stop to all fur- 
ther talk, he in a public manner, when 
| all the chiefs were assembled, said to 
| them, “I am the guardian of Kauikeou- 
|li. When he desires to go round the 
island for any good purpose, he may go; 
,, but he shall never go in obedience to 
the command of the devil.” 

About the same time another boy 
dreamed, that the sickness was in con- 
sequence of all the houses being filled 
As a remedy for the 
sickness, the boy dreamed that all the 
houses must be burnt. Kauikeouli said 
it would answer the same purpose to 
burn a little grass from every house, for 
| this would afirighten all the akuas. , His 
| men, as soon as they heard this speech, 


| 

Confidence in Dreams. 
| 
| 





| 
| 
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|| with akuas.* 


} 


instantly commenced burning, and it was 
| but a moment before all Lahaina’ was 
| illuminated. There wasa strong breeze 
|| from the sea, and yet the piles of grass 
| were lighted directly in front of our 


| 
} 
| 
| 
} 





* This word is used fur any supernatural appeat- 
ance. 
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houses, and not more than twenty feet 
from them. It was with some difficulty 
that we could extinguish them, and pre- 
vent their being rekindled. 

Besides these superstitions, to which 
I have referred, there are also many 
reports, constantly in circulation, which 
are perfectly talse, and yet have no 
connexion with any of their former, or 
present superstitions. One day it is re 
ported, that all the missionaries at Kai- 
rua, and Kaavaroa, are robbed. An- 
other day we hear, that the mission 
house at Honoruru is burnt. Another 
day we hear, that the chiefs are about 
to send us all from the islands. 

All these dreams and false reports 
are evidence that our ixstructions are 
exciting attention among the people. 
This attention is unquestionably in- 
creasing, and as it increases its enemies 
are more and more on the alert. 

It was only day before yesterday, that 
an old woman, whom I should judge 
to be at least sixty years of age, came in 
and said, **] have become an old woman, 
and am now very near the grave. My 
heart has been bad all the days of my 
life, and 1 weep when I think of my ig- 
norance. I have heard that Jesus Christ 
can make me better, and i have come 
to you to be taught. Give me a spell- 
ing book, and learn me the palapala.” 

nstances somewhat similar to this, 
are not rare, and they do much to keep 
alive our spirits, and animate us in our 
work. ‘The darkness, superstition, and 
depravity, with which we are surround- 
ed, would quite discourage us, were it 
not for the faint glimmering of light, 
which we see dawning in the hearts 
ofa precious few. Though it is but a 
few glimmerings that we see, yet we 
believe there are stars here, destined 
to shine with brightness in the kingdom 
of our God. A light is surely kindled 
here, and though at present it is scarcely 
sufficient to enable us to discern the 
surrounding darkness, yet this light is 
spreading and spreading so rapidly, that 
there is scarcely a month that we do 
hot perceive its progress. All that is 
necessary, is faithtulness on our part; 
and that we may be faithful in sowing 
the seed in this widening field, we need 
the prayers of all who love Zion. 


Intercourse with Foreigners. 


21. The quietness of the day has 
been much interrupted, and the num- 
ber of attendants at meeting much less, 
in consequence of there being a vessel 
in the roads, and the officers having 
been ashore trading with the natives. 
Such examples as this are common. 
Many of our most serious difficulties 
VOL. NXT. 
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arise from the influence of foreign ex- 
ample, which is almost uniformly per- 
nicious. To this, however, there are 
some most honorable exceptions. 

April 7. The ships are now all leav- 
ing the roads. During the stay of the 
vessels here, we have been gratified to 
see the favorable influence, which some 
of the officers have exerted on the na- 
tives. Even though they barely touch 
at the islands, yet they are able to see 
the improvement of the people. Capt. 
Folger and capt. Paddock, in an es- 
pecial manner, remarked, that they 
could scarcely enter a single house 
without noticing how differently’ the 
people spend their time from what the 
formerly did. Formerly they were all 
engaged in play, now they were all en- 
gaged in reading their books. 


Sickness. 


June 1. A few days after the em- 
barkation of Mr. Stewart and family, 
our infant son was taken so violently ill, 
that. after a few hours, little hope was 
left of its recovery. While we were 
anxiously watching its alarming symp- 
toms, Mrs. Richards, already worn 
down with fatigue and want of sleep, 


was attacked with something like the 
'chelera morbus. 
| taught what it was to want 
| nurse, and friend, as well as to be in want 


We were at once 
hysician, 


of many of the common comforts, which 
we once thought indispensable in the 
room. After a night spent in 
the 
pages of medical books, the Sabbath 
arrived, and I saw a large concourse of 
people assembling to hear the “Gos- 
pel’s charming sound,” but there was 
no one to proclaim it. As the church 
joins our yard, I ventured to leave our 
house a sufficient length of time, to ge 


| and tell the people our circumstances, 


I also sung a hymn with them and 
returned. ‘After 1 left them, Taua 
prayed, and made an address te the 
people. 

When meeting was closed, several 
of the chiefs called on us to express 
their sympathy for us. On the whole, 
however, they were miserable com- 
forters, for they were all followed by 
a numerous train of attendants, whose 
noise was not a little troublesome. But 
their noise was not the greatest incon- 
venience. Constant watching was ne- 
cessary to see that the spoons, cups, 
and such other things as are usua c 
lving about a sick room, were nota 
iaken away by them. The day was 
indeed dark, and we could not look 
forward even to the night as a time of 
rest. On the next aaa however, 








144 Condition, Manners, éxc. of the @sages: Mar, 


we were permitted to rejoice in the || Tahitians who are here, I should de- 
prospect of returning health. Mrs. R. || spair; but these few do much to en- 
was So far relieved, as to bestow some || courage the people, and do themselves 
attention on her intant, and in about | ting with a good degree of correctness, 
four days they were both nearly re- | 

stored. We have been thus taught |) Zhe favorable aspect of the Station. 
anew to put our trust in him, who, | 

though he makes sick, can also make |} Jn this letter I have indeed given 
well again. But while we have been | you rathera dark picture of this mis- 
taught to confide in him, who is always || sionary station, but on such a picture 
with us, we have also been taught the | ] ought not to dwell. You will not for- 
danger of being left alone on an island, | get the animating accounts, which have 
where, for weeks and months, we can | heretofore been given you. I might 
have no communication with any but | even now reverse the scene. But were 
unenlightened pagans. A new rein- || ] to dwell only on the bright side of the 
forcement, even if it should consist of | picture, you might think the battle al- 
but one or two persons, would relieve ready fought, and victory won. 

us from many difficulties which we now || 

often feel. All the stations which are || — . es 

now occupied, are highly important, | 





and cannot be given up without much || Osage LKudians. 

loss, and yet we cannot think of hold- || 

ing all these stations with our present || accocnr oF THEIR CONDITION, MAN- 
strength. i! NERS, &c. 


It may not be amiss here to remind the rea- ! Tue following description of the Osages of the 
der, that the above was written some time || Missouri, by the Rev. William F. Vaill, super- 
ago, and that the thieving propensity of the | intendent of one branch of the mission to that 
natives has since been greatly diminished by || tribe, is designed to be a continuation of an 
the influence of the Gospel. There is also | 2ccount of the same people, from the same 
much more now that is companionable, and to | pen, published at pp. 267—270 of the last vol- 
be desired, in the native socicty.. It should | ume. It is our expectation, that Mr. Vaill 
be remarked, also, that, from various causes, || Will pursue these descriptions, which are so 
it has not been in the power of the Board at | well adapted to create an interest in the con- 
once to supply their missionaries on these |; dition and prospects of the aborigines fo this 
islands with comfortable habitations———Mr. | country. 

Richards proceeds: i! Condition of their Femal 
ondition of their Females. 

On this island, we feel no serious ° ; 
apprehension about being left alone,,; | Among the Osages, a plurality of 
except merely from exposure to sick- | wives is allowed. Each husband, if he 
ness. When the schools or other busi- || prove himself to be a man of character, 
ness calls me away, I leave Mrs. Rich || 1s entitled to all the sisters of = same 
ards and her infant alone, with as little || family, by the same mother. In mar- 
hesitation as I should in Boston. In ! rying the oldest, or first wife, they have 
case any of the chiefs call in my ab- || great ceremonies, such as processions, 
sence, their attendants are often trou- || feasting, firing, displaying the United 
blesome by their obtrusiveness, but || States’ colors, &c. And she is the wife, 
they never offer any insult, except per- | or the dest beloved. The rest fall into 
a to open a — “y trunks, || pa —_ i asa ype —— 

rawers, or cupboards, and examine || when they become of suitable age. 
their contents. ‘his conduct, which | There is, indeed, a good degree of 
we cannot prevent, sometimes occa- || affection between the parties, but al- 
sions us much trouble. There is no |! ways attended with a spirit of —ae 
way to remedy this evil, except by | and fearon the part of the women. An 
constructing houses in such a manner \ their condition is truly degraded; for 
as that all clothes and furniture can be || while the men are reclining at their 
a F out of sight. _— \| ease in their camps, smoking, or telling 
_ I have commenced a singing school, || stories, or engaged in the sport of war, 
in which as many as 60 or 70 natives | or of hunting; the females have to build 
have attended, about 40 of whom can |) their houses, plant their corn, dress the 
. sound in unison with my voice. I think, | skins, transport the baggage, and wood, 
however, from what I have hitherto || and water, and bear many a heavy bur- 
seen, that it will be a very long time || den. Instead of one day of rest in sev- 
before they will learn to make music. '| en, they have not one from their mat- 
Were it not for the example ef a few riage mntil death. It is one unceasing 
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round of servitude and outer. And _ childreh, lest their enemies’should fall 
shall it be always thus? hall their | upon them in some defenceless hour. 

daughters be trained to servitude only? 
No—is the response of every iemale 


M j ° 
breast. Let us send them the Gospel, mrp? ie Te 





that they too may become respected, | Another scene arises to our view. 
and useful, and happy. || It is that of a son in the dying agonies. 
|| The wretched mother is now in the 

Sufferings. || deepest distress. She cries, and howls, 


ane tears her hair, and smites “4 
Some seem to suppose the Indians || breast, and wrings her hands. Then, 
are so hardy, that they are incapable of | for a moment, she a, until Yo — 
suffering. I have taken notice of this; || jurer has done his last office; which is, 
and I see, that the Indian feels pain and | . paint the face of the dying — 
sorrow, as well as other men. When, that it may be known in the other 
he travels over the bleak plains, amid | world to what clan he belongs, and 
the rains and the cold of January, with that he may please his God, and be 
only a single blanket to cover him by , accepted by him. ‘The young man dies. 
day, and make his bed at night; then it | It is seen that he is gone. And now the 
is that he suffers by the cold. When | lamentations of surviving friends in- 
his family is without food, and his gun |, crease seven-fold. And when one com- 
misses fire, and the deer leaps away— | pany of mourning women is exhausted, 
perhaps the only deer he has seen for || another comes, and takes up and pro- 
many hours,—then it is he suffers by || longs - sad lamentation. Then they 
hunger. carry forth the dead, wrapped in the 
And in sickness, they greatly suffer, || skin of a buffalo, lay him upon the 
for want of suitable medicine and care, || earth, and raise over him a mound of 
They have doctors: but these doctors) earth or stone. From this time the 
are only miserable conjurors, who, in , father may be seen sitting by the side 
their applications, occasion more pain of the mound, day after day, fasting— 
than they relieve. | his hair growing long—his face covered 
Their ap remedy for almost all | with earth. And so intent is he upon 
kinds of diseases, is cupping. ‘he | his loss, that he sees not the strangers, 
ne are made by the point of a | that pass by him into the town, though 
arge hunting-knife sharpened on a} there is no event which attracts more 
stone. ‘Then the small end of a buffalo | attention from the Indians generally, 
_— oa the blood drawn out | ~ oe approach of white —~. . 
y sucking with the mouth. — | Du 1S Man 1s In sorrow. nd he 
And they have another still more || cries tohis departed son: “My son! you 
painful operation. ‘he limbs are punc- | make me unhappy—you are not with 
tured over in stripes and checks, till the } ig must a and go gt yi 
blood gushes out. The object is, by |, Then raising his voice to his God, he 
means of a composition of green pow- || says, “My God, have pity on me, my 
der, to imprint durable marks which || son is gone, I am poor, pity me, help 
shall designate the person as virtuous || me to go to war, and secure the scalps 
and honorable. But the poor patient | of a —— - 1 may feast and 
suffers exceedingly, from the conse- {| make my heart glad again. 
quent swelling ond telemenetion, || It has been the custom of these peo- 
I will mention another instance. A | ple, and is still, not to cease mourning 
father sat in sadness on the floor of | till they have sacrificed some enemy. 
- a A! oe a oe - | co of o phe pin a “ng the 
e€ opened his blanket, and shewed his || Pawnees, em, are 
infant emaciated to skin and bones. He | to comfort some one that mourns, 
sat expecting it would die. Our phy- || preparing the way for a war feast. 
sician gave the child some simple med- ' 
icine, and we left the village. ‘Iwo || Religion. 
years after, I happened to enter the | 
same lodge, and the father called a | Whither goes the spirit of the dead? 
little playful child, and said, to my sur- || The Osage cannot tell you No land 
prise, “This is the child your doctor |) of promise, no heaven of pure delight, 
— : || rises before the dim vision of an Indian, 
n their wars, they suffer much | All that he sces, isa dark and narrow 
A want of medical and surgical aid, | land, a land of ss and = ghosts, 
and much more, by that universal | He sees something beyond the grave. 
tremor and distress, ‘which fills their } but “he sees it Sot distinctly.” He 
minds, and agitates even their little | knows not what sort ef life it iss Hé 


| 
| 
} 
} 
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rather cénjectures it is something like |! prayer, which may be literally trans- 


the present. 

So he sets a dish of food beside the 
deceased, and gives back his hunting or 
war implements. And if 
brave man, they say, “Let him have his 
favorite horse, or he will be restless in 
his grave.” So they shoot down his 
horse by the grave-side. 

They have no idea of one great in- 
visible Spirit. Tell them of such a 
being, and they will triumphantly in- 
quire, “Who is he? Where is he? I want 
to see him. Shew him to me, and I will 
believe. Is he like my shadow? Is he 
like my breath? Is he like wind? What 
is he like?” Ask them how many gods 
they worship, and they will never put 
up less than four fingers, and say, Meh 
Woh-kun-dah, “The sun is God;” AMe- 
um-fah Woh-kun-dah, “The moon is 
God;” Groh Woh-kun-dah, *“Yhunder 
is God;” Moi-neh-kah Woh-kun-dah, 
“The earth is God.” Others will name 
five, and others six, and others seven, 
er eight. 


Morning Prayers. 


These commence before the break 
ef day. They rise and cover their 
faces with earth. Then go forth into 
the field round about the village, and 
sitting down on the ground, offer their 
prayers. And you may hear hundreds, 
at the same time, all praying aloud in 
different directions. And the God to 
whom they pray is some imaginary 
god, like the sun, moon, &c. 

I have sometimes seen them pray 


standing. I once saw the old chief | 


stand and pray, first to the east, and 
then to west, then to the north, then to 
the south, as though God was in one 
direction, or the other. 

Their prayers are always excited by 
some loss, as of a friend, or favorite an- 
imal; er by some trouble, as sickness. 
hunger, want; and the earnestness of 


} 
their prayers shows that they are sen- | 
| have 


sible of trouble, 2s well as other men. 

The religious worship in which the 
Q@sages abound, makes them truly an 
interesting people. 


Ceremonies. 


it be some | 


|| lated thus:—"Tobacco, ‘Tobacco, I smoke 
| to thee, god; give me a good path, make 


|| me a good warrior.” 

The great religious ceremony of the 
, Osages, shall be communicated at 
| another time. Witiiam F. Vat, 


| COMMUNICATIONS RESPECTING 


MISSION. 


THE 


From the correspondence of the mission 
which has been less full in time past, than it 
is expected to be hereafter, a variety of no- 
tices have been compiled, which are here 
i inserted —Among other things, the reader 
|| will perceive, that the sufferings from appre- 
which Mr. Vaill has 
attributed to the Indians, in the preceding 
| account, are not causelessly endured. 

Dr. Palmer, in the early part of last sum- 
mer, thus described the general state of affairs; 
in respect to the 


| 
} 
| 
f 
} 
| 


j ‘ » P 
1) hension of enemies, 


Union Branch of the Mission. 


| During the month of April, the school 
continued to increase, notwithstanding 
that the Indians were most of the time 
| in great fear. The settlers at Hope- 
field were several times put to flight at 
|, a mere shadow. Once they were alarm- 
i} ed by the return of some of their own 
hunters, once by two white hunters, and 
once by two deserters from Cantonment 
| Gibson, whom they took back, and re- 
| ceived the customary reward. And it 
| was with much difficulty that they 
were persuaded by colonel Arbuckle, 
| to remain at home, and plant their corn, 
| The Frenchmen who have Osage fam- 
| ilies, seemed to suffer quite as much 
| with fear, as the Indians. Several of 
| them who had children in the school, 
|, came and desired to stay in the mission 
family for protection, till the council 
shall convene. ‘To have driven them 
away at this juncture, would probably 
been attended with ill conse- 
quences to the school, and as we did 
not apprehend any depredation would 
| be committed in the neighborhood, till 
the council, the family agreed to receive 
them for the present, they laboring for 
| the mission. As for the precedent of 





They eat not, except they wash their || Indian families running upon us, when 


hands and face. Sometimes in their 
trouble they determine to fast till the 
sun s down; at other times the vow is 
for a part oftheday. If you invite them 
to eat, your invitation must be seconded 
by a bowl of water, or it will be of no 
use. They have a custom in smoking, 
which is quite significant. The first 
whiff they offer to their god, with a 


pursued by their enemics, it could be 
easily managed throngh the interfer- 


After the council, these families re- 
moved. 

At the close of April, the school con- 
sisted of about 50 Indian children. 
Most of the late additions were sent 
trom Hopefield. 


| ence of colone! Arbuckle, or their agent. 
| 
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On the 9th of May, Mr. L. Chauteau, 
subsagent, arrived to attend the council 
at Cantonment Gibson. He confirmed 
the report, that colonel McNair, the 
Osage agent, was dead. The council 
was called on the 10th, when some of 
the Osage chicts appeared, and against 
them the Cherokee chiefs, attended by 
their agent. The Delawares had not 
come. The Cherokees insisted upo 
having the murderer, mentioned in the 
journal for August 1823, delivered up 
to them. Against this demand, the 
Osages had many pleas to make, but 
wished to suspend the council entirely, 
until another agent could be appointed 
to act for them in the room of colonel 
McNair. The council was eventually 
suspended for three months, during 
which time both parties engage to re- 
main quiet. The colonel immediately 
despatched an express to the Delaware 
nation, to ascertain their disposition, 
and to inform them that the council 
was suspended for three months, and, 
if possible, to dissuade them from going 
towar. ‘he express returned on the 
30th, and brought word from the Dela- 


ware agent, that the Indians were very | 


much inclined to engage in war with | 
' ene |, tiently endured. it may be hoped they have 


the Osages immediately, but that he 
had hopes he should be able to restrain 
them until he could hear from genera} 
Clark, the superintendent of Indian 
affairs, who, he had no doubt, would 
take prompt measures to keep the 
peace, and reconcile the parties. Col. 
Arbuckle sent us word, that, in c:use of 
war, the school would be entirely safe, 
but that it would be best to have no 
Indians around us. He advised the In- 
dians at Hopefield to leave their settle- 
ment in about 10 or 12 days, lest they 
should be exposed to an attack from 
their enemies. ‘hey therefore con- 
cluded to leave Hopefield immediately, 
and join Clamore’s town, which is to 
move, in a day or two, on a summer 
hunt. So much were they alarmed, 
that, notwithstanding their former con- 
fidence, and the most positive assurance 
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| hands. They are described as anxious to hear 


the Gospel preached, and to have their chil- 
dren educated Their distance from Union is 
about four miles. After the alarm, occasioned 


| by the Delawares, had subsided, they returned 


and resumed their peaceful occupations at 
Hopefield, until September, when, in conse- 
quence of excessive rains, the Grand River 
rose to the height of 15 or 20 feet, and swept 
the:r establishment entirely away. “Yet,” as 
Mr. Vaill remarks, “though houseless, they 
were not discouraged, but desired to know > 


| where they should again commence their 
| agricultural labors.” 


by means of this inundation. 


The establishment at Union suffered also 
A fine field of 
corn, of more than thirty acres, belonging to 
the mission, was destroyed; and two families 
lost their houses, and clothing, and were in 


| great danger of their lives. 


During the months of August and Septem- 
ber, the mission family was much afflicted by 
sickness, and some deaths occurred, among 


' which was that of Mr. Vaill’s youngest daugh- 
ter. 


These were trying events, but, being pa- 


| worked the fruits of righteousness. 


Harmony. 


The principal matters in relation to this 


‘branch of the mission, are contained in the 


following quarterly communication from the 
superintendent to the Corresponding Secre- 


| tary, dated January Ist. 


My dear Sir,—A communication has 


| been made, quarterly, from this mis- 


i sion to the 


| currences 


Board under which we 
formerly labored, respecting those oc- 
with which we thought 
they ought to be made acquainted, The 
same course, therefore, will be pursued 
under the present Board, until we are 
differently instructed. 

And it may here be remarked, that 


''we have no such cheering news to 


of colonel Arbuckle, that the school | 


was safe, they took most of their chil- 
dren with them, but promise to bring 
them back again, when they return 
from the summer hunt. 


The school, at the beginning of the | 
summer, numbered 34 Indian children, | 


all ot whom are making progress in im- 
provement. 


Hopefield has been mentioned repeatedly 
in the Missionary Herald, as an establishment 
consisting of perhaps a dozen Osage families. 
who separated from their nation for the pur- 


| 


Pose of cultivating the soil with their ewn | taken to St. Louis, last fall, when they 


relate from this quarter, as you receive 
from the east and from the islands of 
the sea. ‘hese western skies gather 
blackness, and the people grope in 
thick darkness. ‘The people are in con- 
tinual motion; their hand is against 
every man, and every man’s hand is 
against them; and it is almost a miracle 
that they are not destroved. They 
make treaties of peace, and sign arti- 
cles, according to the pleasure of their 
agents; but consider them binding no lon- 
ger than a good opportunity presents to 
take a few scalps or steal a few horses. 
‘The head men of the Osages were 
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signed articles of peace and amity be- 
tween them and the Delawares, Kicka- 
Shawnees, &c. and immediately 

after their return, they went on a war 
expedition, as they say, against the Paw- 
nees; but they killed and took prisoners 
both of the Pawnees, and Kickapoos, and 
if I mistake not, of the Delawares also, 
and stole a quantity of horses. They 
have returned to their towns glorying in 
what ought to be their shame. What 
will be the consequences of this I dare 
not predict, but I fear it will be troub- 
lous times among them the year coming. 
The way of access to them seems to 
be very difficult. We hold a meeting 


regularly on the Sabbath with the few | 
Osages who dwell around |; 
us, and although the number i: small, | 


scatte 


we have apparent attention, and we 

they are in some measure improv- 
ing in the knowledge of the salvation 
by Jesus Christ. 


What is finally to be done with these || 


poor Osages, is yet to be known. They 
are a hard, wild, warlike people, havin 
had but little intercourse with civilize 
men, and much less with those who 
love and obey the Gospel. God is able, 
indeed, to convert the Osages in a day, 
either with or without means; but we 
are not to expect this, but are rather 
called to a work of patience, of faith, 
and of perseverance in the ways of his 
intment, in humble reliance on the 
divine promise, that the heathen shall 
be given to the Lord Jesus for an inher- 
itance and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for a possession. Was it not for 


the promisesof God, we might reasona- | 


bly despair when we look at the pres- 
ent state of this people wholly bent on 
rsuing the path which leads to ruin. 
Sometimes when I lift my eyes upon 
them, I am ready to inquire in the lan- 
of inspiration, “Can these dry 

bones live?” And then, when I compare 
them with other tribes of heathen, who, 


if possible, were more degraded, yet, | 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, have | 
been brought into the light and liberty | 


of the children of God, I hope for the 
time when this people shall be rais- 
‘ed up to praise the riches of free and 
sovereign grace. 

O let our Christian friends pray for 
us, who are stationed in this thirsty 
land, that we may not faint in the great 
work whereunto we are called. Re- 
specting our situation at Harmony, 
nothing has transpired, worthy of notice 
since my last communication. ‘The mis- 
sion family enjoy comfortable health. 
‘The school is in about the same state. 
‘Zachariah Lewis, one of the boys, has 
been taken away by his mother, and | 
Brogan Hoff has been dismissed in con- | 
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| sequence of repeatedly absenting him- 
| self without a cause. There are now 24 
|| Indian youths in the school; but there is 
| a ae that some of them may be 
| taken away by their friends, who are 
| trembling with fear that the Kicka 

| will retaliate upon them the injury which 
{ they have lately received from the 
} Osages. The girls are generally small, 
| but they are sprightly, and some of 
|| them are beginning to use the wheel 
|| with which they are much pleased. 
The above is respecttully submitted 
| by your unworthy servant. 
NATHANIEL B. Donce. 


War threatened and prevented. 


About four years ago, shortly after a treaty 
, of peace had been made between the Osages 
'| and the Cherokees of the Arkansas, a Chero- 
|| kee, while hunting on his own ground, was 
|| murdered by a party of the Osages. The Che- 
1 rokees demanded the murderers, and upon 
i their not being delivered, were inclined to re- 
|| Venge; and another war would probably bave 
|| been the consequence, had it not been for the 
‘| restraining influence of the United States 
|| agents. Thus peace was prolonged until 
February last, when the restless spirits among 
| the Cherokees, chiefly the young men, assem- 
|| bled in council, and deciding on war, immedi- 
| ately proceeded on their bloody expedition. 
|| The principal chiefs knew nothing of this 
i movement, until the departure of the warriors. 
;|, As soon as it was known, Walter Webber, the 
|| half-brother of David and Catharine Brown, 


\ mounted a fleet horse, pursued his unruly 
| countrymen, overtook them just before they 
|| reached the settlements of the unsuspecting 
|; Osages, and, by the assistance of another in- 
| dividual, who happened providentially to be 
|| present, and who was esteemed a friend by 
|} both parties, succeeded in dissuading them 
\| from their nefarious and inhuman purpose. 

| 





I assure you—says Dr. Palmer—it 
was a narrow escape. There were 
| many Osages in our yard, and near us, 
|| and all of them, no doubt, would have 
| fallen a prey. I need not tell you how 
distressing such an event would have 
been to us, nor of its probable results in 
respect to our school and the mission. 

hen the ly were pacified, and 
had concluded to return, they were 
abundant in their expressions of thanks 
to their chief and to capt. Pryor, for 
their timely interposition. They even 
acknowledged, that they had no just 
cause for war, and sent, by capt. Pryor, 
to the Osage nation, a talk and some 
tobacco, as a token of amitv. 
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Tus interesting and steadfast native Chris- ' 


tian, has long been in the employ of the; ) 


Church Missionary Society. He was sta-: 
tioned at Agra, a town about 800 miles north- | 
west of Calcutta. in 1815, where he has been | 
assiduously engaged ever since, in distributing | 
Bibles and Tracts, superintending schools, , 
conversing with his own countrymen, and | 
preaching the Gospel to them. He has gath- 
ered an attentive and increasing congregation. 
The European residents, the highest civil and 
nilitary officers, greatly respect him, and 
when on that station, constant!y attend on | 
his preaching. He was treated with marked 
respect when at Calcutta, a few years ago; 
and was there ordained priest by the late 
bishop Heber. 

Archdeacon Corrie of Calcutta, who is per- 


sonaliy acquainted with Abdool, has visited |, 


him at Agra, and translates his journals 
from Hindoostanee into English, prefixes the 
following remarks to that from which the sub- | 
joined extracts are taken. 


I confess it is a great refreshment to me in 
treading his least interesting details, to observe 


the constant reference of his mind to God, |; 


and the attention which he gives to medita- 
tion and preparation of sermons, with his reg- 
uar habit of secret prayer: these are, doubt- 
less, the source of his constant and steady 
course of Christian living, by which he adorns 
the doctrine of God our Saviour. May he 
continue to watch and pray unto the end, and 
beenabled to finish his course with joy! 


Various Discussions respecting Christianity. 


Jan. 1, 1825.—This morning, whilst we 
were engaged in worship, Molwe Abdool 
Kador, with some of his disciples, came to 
see us, and to observe our mode of worship: 
they made observations to one another dur- 
ing prayers. When we had ended, the Molwe 
took me by the hand, and his disciples em- 
braced me: he said, “I have heard of you a 
long time, and have wished to see you, and to 
learn your manner of worship: I have now 
seen you, and take my leave.” I said, “Since 
you have come so far for this purpose, pray 
stay a little, that we may have some conver- 
sation.” On this he asked of his disciples if 
they were willing: they begged that he would 
do as he thought proper. On this they all sat 
down, when he inquired, “How long have you 
embraced this religion, and what advantage 
have you gained frém it?” I answered, “It is 
More than twelve years since I became a 





| Christian; and I have gained this advantage, 
|that, among Christians, the Holy Spirit is 
vouchsafed to change our corrupt nature; and, 
when this is the case with apy one, if he will 
‘examine his heart, he will find in himself 
' spiritual fruits.” He said, “Well: have you 
gained this benefit? What spiritual fruits do 
ou find in yourself?” I replied, “I the 
truth before the Lord Jesus Christ, that, when 
I was not a Christian, I thought myself more 
holy and pure than any one; but L now perceive 
that all are better than I am, and that no one 
is a greater offender in the sight of God than 
I.” He said, “If it is as you say, then this 
religion is good, and worthy of approval: can 
you lend me any books explanatory of this 
religion?’’ I answered, ‘Take any of my books 
that you please.” He accepted a copy of the 
‘New Testament, and a copy of the Prayer- 
Book, in Hindoostanee; and, taking his de- 
arture, went towards Futtypore, since whiel 
have heard no more of him. 
| Jan. 7.—Worship as usual in the evening: 
the Rev. Mr. Irving attended, He told me 
‘that the lord bishop would arrive om the 
| 12th, and that I should catechize such as were 
| of age to be confirmed: accordingly I contin- 
ued hearing their catechisms and instructing 
_ them till 10 o’clock. 
Jan. 14.—After morning worship, I took all 
' the boys and girls and the Christian men and 
women, and went to the cantonments: at 
‘eleven o’clock, the lord bishop confirmed 
| them; and, after divine service, we returned 
ihome. Many strangers, who had never come 
| to church, attended; and asked me to inter- 
| cede for them, that the bishop would baptize 
/ them: I continued in conversation with t 
till evening; and discovered, that, under the 
| cloak of religion, they wished to gain some 
| worldly end: so I considered it improper to 
| introduce them to the bishop. 
Jan, 21.—-Visited several friends. One 
spoke of nothing connected with salvation: 
| his whole conversation was altogether about 
immersion and outward forms: I felt great 
rief on seeing his dependance on such things. 
Hie bathes as a Hindoo daily, has his head 
shorn, and eats no meat: on my asking him 
the reason of this, he answered, ‘“‘The Mahom- 
edans eat no pork, nor the Hinddos beef; and 
I abstain from these things in order to bring 
them to our religion.” I said “I fear that 
these people will judge otherwise: they will! 
say, ‘The sahib observes our customs, there- 
fore they are right, and good to follow.’” In 
the evening at worship at Mr. Reed’s, a sahib 
came, who held much disputation. What shal! 
I say of such an one? he calls himself a Uni- 
tarian, and denies the divinity of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. I said to him, “I now perceive, 
| that, among the sahibs, there are some whose 
| faith is like that of the Mahomedans; for they, 
also, hold Jesus Christ to be a Prophet: what 
difference, then, between a Mahomedan and a 
Unitarian?” 

Feb. 9.—At Newal Gunge, one of the horse- 
men whom I had conversed with at Nugur 
Mow having reported what had passed between 
us, about 20 troopers came to my lodgings, 
while I was out in the fields: they asked my 
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servant where that unbelieving denier of their 
—_— was: my servant seeing their arms 
and warlike appearance, was frightened; and 


sent a man to tell me that the troopers had | 


come to seek me ina hostile manner, and had 

ken so disrespectfully of me, that he feared 
that they intended to do me some injury, and 
would probably call again. On hearing this, 
I thought it proper to go to them: they had 
taken up their quarters at a short distance: 1 
went, therefore, without any thing in my 
hand to them, and made them a salam: some 
returned it, and some began to look fiercely 
at me. 
T hear, when I was out in the fields; I have, 
therefore, waited yy to know what you 
may want with me.” One of them, who had 
a long beard, answered—‘This person, who 
is come from Nugur Mow, says, that, having 
renounced Mahomedanism, you have become 
a Feringee.” I replied, “That person has 
not understood the matter rightly: he is a 
Feringee, who is born in Europe: I was born 
in Hindoostan: my color is black, my dress 
different from that of the sahibs, and I have a 
beard like yourselves; how then can you call 
mea Feringee? If you .call me a Christian, 
you will call me right.”’ Another of them 
said, “Did you not tell me at Nugur Vow, that 
the Christian religion is the most ancient; 
and that 600 years after Jesus Christ, Islam 
had its beginning?” I answered, “Let any 
one of you, who is acquainted with history, 


say whether it is so or not; and if it be not | 


true, then pray condemn me.” Another said, 


“You have spoken the truth: come, sit down. | 
I accordingly | 
the | 


and let us converse together.” 
sat down; and finding them civil, I took 
opportunity to speak to them of the sufferings 


of the Lord Jesus: they became more civil; || 
“3 to say, ‘‘Do you then curse our | 


and 
e het?” I said, “In our religion, it is not 
awful to curse any one: moreover, we pray 


for our enemies, and for those who despite- , 


fully use us; and, by the grace of God, I pur- 
to return good for evil, should any one 
use me ill.” With conversation of this kind 
they seemed well pleased; and, after a time, 
1 left them; and, committing my soul and 
body to Jehovah my God, I went te sleep. 


These precepts of the Gospel could not be 
acted out more truly in the spirit of them, than 
in the scene which the following paragragh de- 
scribes. 


Feb. 14. This morning rode out on horse- 
back: in my way, met the train of the king 
and the vizier. The armed men, who went 
first, on seeing me, looked at one another, 
and nodded; and by signs signified that they 
knew me, and spit toward me. I thought of 
my Lord Jesus, upon whom the Jews spat: the 
tears came into my eyes; and, urging my 
horse on, I rode away. On arriving at Rissen 
Bagh, a train of servants coming after, called 
to make way. I drew up my horse, when the 
resident passed by, to whom I made salam: 
he very kindly asked after my welfare, and 
whither I was going. I told him I was going 
to pay my respects to him. He went on to 
his house, when he took me by the hand, and 
led me in. After breakfast, he went to his 
office; and I, after calling on several Christian 
friends, returned home, where I found eight or 
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I said ‘Sirs, you nave called on me - 


May 


, ten great men of the city waiting to see me; 
| they all treated me kindly, and continued con- 
' versing about religion for two hours: they 
accepted several copies of the New Testament 
in Persian, with thankiulness. and departed. 
March 23. In the morning, my servant told 
me that my guests were gone; and that, at 
setting off, they said among themselves, ‘* What 
kind ot a padre and a Christian is this, whom 
Shazad Messeei praised so highly? He gave 
us plenty of church, and food enough; but not 
a drop ot wine did he produce!” 1 made no 
observation on it. 
April 1. Formerly, the people of this city 
| were much offended with me, and said v 
evil things concerning me: I always she 
them kindness, and often attended them with 
| medicines when they were sick, and, by the 
, grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, many of them 
received healing of dangerous diseases: often, 
also, | endeavored to heal their spiritual sick. 
| nesses, and many of these people received and 
|| read religious books; and it is become evident to 
}| all, that Christians love all mankind and desire 
| no evil to any one. Now, in the place an 


these people begin to shew kindness; 
| moreover, invite me to their houses, and se 
| me portions from their friendly entertainments 
for stance, to day, Meer Seyud Ali, whois 
head man to the collector, sent me a friendly 
note, saying. ‘‘the daughter of me, your ser- 
vant, is to day to be married: you will grestly 
oblige me by making one of our company.” 
sent for answer, “Since the day that by the 
grace of God I was honored with baptism, I 
have renounced al] assemblies for dancing and 
music; and I should be ashamed, with this 
white beard and these broken teeth, to shew 
myself at a wedding-feast.” He sent, inre- 
ply, “I have read in the blessed Gospel, that 
the ‘.ord Jesus himself honored a wedding at 
Cana of Galilee with his presence, and there 
| miraculously turnedwater into wine: if you will 
not come, we shall all conclude that you dis- 
| obey the traditions of the divine Jesus If you 
|; excuse yourself on account of the dancing, 
| &c., I will prepare a separate apartment for 
| you; and will invite some aged persons, like 
| yourself, to keep your company.” I was re- 
| Joiced on hearing this, since it appears that 
these people read the Gospels. In the even- 
ing, after worship, 1 went to his house: they 
had prepared a separate apartment, where sev- 
| eral aged persons, learned in religion, and 
| wealthy, were collected, all of whom received 
| me with respect; and we continued to con- 
verse on religious subjects, in a very friendly 
; manner, till midnight: from their conversa- 
| tion I entertained some hope respecting them. 
| 2. In the evening, according to custom, 
| all the people assembled at seven o'clock, to 
| worship in the Kuttra; after which each went 
| about his own business. Five men, who were 
| of last night’s company, came; and, after the 
| salutations usual among Hindoostanees, sat 
| down and began to say, ‘With your conversa- 
| tion last night we were much pleased; and we 
| desire from our hearts to come a few times to 
| converse with you.” LTanswered, *‘I also de- 
| sire the same; and wish you would stay with me 
| a few days, and attend to spiritua! entertain- 
| ment.” After much entreaty, they consented; 
and ordered thesr servants to bring their horses 
and baggage. I continued in conversation 
with them till three o'clock; and, having 
given them an apartment. prepared to enter- 
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tain them. In the evening, these people were 
nt at divine service. 


ten; when, committing my soul and body to 
God, I went to rest. 

The people who came yesterday, observing 
our mode of worship, were surprised. 
we were ail at liberty, they sat down to eat: af- 
ter a little while, I went and sat with them; 
and asked them why they had come to Agra, 
and whither they were going: they said, that 


they had come from Futtyghur, having had | 


some dispute with their friends, and that they 
were going on the morrow to Gwalior, to the | 
Rajah: ‘‘But,” said they, “having seen your 
mode of worship and heard your sermon, we 
have become very doubtful in our minds,wheth- 
er what we have been doing all our days_is not 
in vain: and now this is our state—our hearts 
desire to forsake our own religion and to em- 
brace this of yours, or to depart hence in the 
morning.” I said, “This is matter of joy to 
me: our religion is not one of violence; and 
Satan is a great enemy to us: he does not wish 
that a man should escape from his bondage, and 
go free: do not be troubled; God is able to give 
rest to your minds.” On this they staid also 
that day: in the evening, two of them, Mirza 
Bunder Ali, and his son Mirza. Bunder Hos- 
sien, who were both good-looking well-dressed 
men, attended worship, and their two com- 
panions remained in conversation with the 
Seyud. At ten o’clock, when I lay down on 
my bed, they concluded that I was asleep, and 
I heard them disputing among themselves: 
the father and son ws. my part; while the 
others called me an infidel and a hypocrite, 
deserving of death. 

4. After morning service, the two above 
referred to desired a copy of the Gospels 
and the book of Common Prayer: I set be- 
fore them several copies, from which they 
selected a copy of St. Matthew with the ex- 
psition and a prayer-book, and continued all 
day inquiring particulars about them. In the 
evening, they attended worship; and, at night 
also, many things indicative of a love for the 


a appeared in them. 
, Two Mogul travellers came; and 
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went to see a sick Christian; and returned at || came and said to me, “ 
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13. After morning service, a person, with 
along beard, and in appearance like a Jew, 
ou believe that Jesus 
|-was without sin.” I “Of that there 
is no doubt.” He asked, “Was the Virgi 
Mary without sin?” I pe "the 
Holy Scriptures it a that she. was like 
others of mankind.” We said,. “Born in sin?”’ 
| I answered, ‘‘So it appears.” He, im appear- 
ance a man, but in disposition an evil spirit, 
then said, “If Jesus was conceived in the 
womb of Mary, would not sin, more or less, 
| enter into his nature?!” I answered, “Pray 
tell me of what race you are:” He said, “Of 
the Jews.” I answered, “You fear not God, 
or you would not thus speak. God, who cre- 
ated the body of Jesus by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, without progenitor or descend- 
ant, is pure from all sin: to inquire by our owa 
wisdom iato the subject is the delusion 
Satan.” . He was silent, and went away. I 
was much grieved on account of the baphnens 
of his heart. ott 
May 3. After morning prayer, took an 
airing on horseback on the bank of the river. 
I met with 10 or 12 Fakeers, who all called 
| out together, “Come, Abdool Messeeh! may 
| the favor of Christ rest upon you!” J said te 
| them, ‘You speak cconniion to appearances: 
| if a Mussulman come by, you cry out, ‘May 
| the favor of Ali rest upon you!’ and, to Chris- 
| tians, ‘May the favor of Christ rest upon you!’ 
This is altogether flattery.” One of them 
said, “Don’t you know that he whom >we 
worship is the author of all the religions in 
the earth? If you do not approve of this salu- 
tation of us free Fakeers, then tell us, has our 
spiritual guide taught this way in vain?’. I 
dismounted; and, many people collecting 
round us, I asked them—“You call yourselves 
free; pray who, has made you free, and who 
is your redeemer (maker free)?” T said, 
“Our spiritual guide?” I said, ‘Who is your 
spiritual guide?” They said, ‘He, 
whom fourteen spiritual guides have received 
authority and twelve families.” I said, “I 
know all their history: they were all wicked 
doers: What power had they to make an 
free? If you call yourselves lawless, it wi 








said that they heard that the Gospels and | 
Psalms, in the Persian and Oordoo languages, | 
were given away here, and the favor | 
of me to give them a copy of the Gospels and | 
of the Psalms in Persian. I asked them | 
whether they wanted them for themselves, or | 
for some other person: they answered, “When | 
we went to Cashmeer, a Mollar, named Mo- 
fer desired us to procure these books for 
i : we are wang off for bynes the yma 
tow.”’ Igavet ac t an 
of the Psalms in Poniensand they took their | 
leave with many expressions of regard and , 
friendshi | 


12. After morni prver.* rson came | 


and asked for Abdool Messeeh. asked him | 
what he wanted with him: he said, “I heard | 


' at Gwalior, that a person named Abdool Mes- 


seeh resides in Agra, who teaches every one | 
who goes to him the Goapel, and gives them | 
also food, and medicine if they are sick.” 
said, “Fam that sinner: stay here a few days; 
and, as it shall appear proper, we will deal | 
with you.” He staid with me; we shall see 
what the event will be, whether he will re- | 
ceive instruction, or be drawn away by Satan. | 
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be proper; for they, too, were all lawless.” 
Thea they asked, ‘Who then is free?” Jan- 
swered, ‘If you desire to hear of true freedom, I 
will tell you.” They said, “Say on: you shall be 
our spiritual guide.” I answered, ‘cn my relig- 
ion, it is forbidden to eall ourselves musters: 
we have ofe spiritual guide, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who was born without sin, of the Vir- 
gin Mary, and died, and was buried; the 
third day, rising from the grave, ascended inte 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God, 
from whence He will come again to judge the 
quick and the dead: whom He makes free, he 
is the true freed man.” 


Interview with the Vizier. 

After morning prayers, waited on the 
resident who sent a chokeydar to conduct 
me to the house of the vizier. As I enter- 
ed, = - a hall 6 ee learned 
men of Lucknow assembled: I respects 
to them all, and sat down: one of thers said 
to another, ‘This person gave the vizier two 
books yesterday, and he continued reading them 
all the way to the palace, when he went to the 
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king, and spoke to no one; and when he left 
the palace, continued reading them all the way 
home, and now he has invited him hither; 
this man wants to makga Christian of the viz- 
ier.” on this, each bit his finger. Upon being 
introduced to his excellency, I bowed low, 
and then stood respectfully before him: he re- | 
turned my salute readily; and, taking my hand. | 
placed me on the cushion, and inquired of my 
welfare. He then asked where I was born: I | 
answered “‘ia Delhi.”” He said, “in what com. | 
pany did I. gain this advantage?” (viz. re- | 
igion.) I told my history briefly froin begin- 
ning to end. He ordered the doors to be 
opened, that the others who were iu attend. 
ance might hear my history from my own 
tongue. He then asked what proficiency I had | 
in Arabic and Persian: [ answered that 
I was not learnedybut knew enough for neces- 
sary ; and that I could answer any 
questions which he might put to me without | 
an interpreter, according to the proverb— 
“There is more to be learned than you have | 
years to apply to learning, therefore acquire 
that for which you have immediate use.” U 
on hearing this, he sent for Subhan Ali Khan, | 
and said, ‘What an admirable person is this, | 
and how well he speaks!—reason with him:” | 
Subhan Ali Khan said, “My lord, here are such | 
as this also.” He then said to me, “‘Pray 
tell me, by what proofs have you shown that | 
Islam is vain, and the mission of our prophet a | 
fiction, and made yourself a Padre?’”’ On look- | 
ing round, I saw that all the nob!es and learn- 
ed who were in waiting when I came 
in, had advanced round me, and their eyes | 
seemed red as blood with anger: so ,it seemed 


difficult to speak, and difficult to be silent: I | 
therefore, addressing myself to the vizier, said 
—may God preserve you! you are judge of | 


what ispassing. Subhan Ali Khan has at first } 
such a question to me, that, if I answer it, | 
then straightway, in the opinion of all present. | 
I shall be ) worthy of death and all will | 
be offended; nevertheless, if good is derived | 
to the souls of these gentlemen, though a | 
worthless Hindoostanec suffers death, it matters | 
not: moreover, [ offer my blood toall these gen- 
tlemen; for I have come to make friendship 
with you, gentlemen, and to offer myself for 
our service, and not to give you occasion of | 
ing offended.” Upon hearing these my | 
words, Subhan Ali Kiian and the rest seemed | 
, and the vizier smiled. Then I said, 
“Gentlemen, you are all, by God’s blessing, 
learned and eloquent: you all know the faith | 
ef us Christians—that we consider the Lord | 
Jesus Christ as our God, and Intercessor, and | 
Saviour from sin; and we truly know that the | 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are one God, 
‘Trinity in Unity; and I am ready to adduce 


proofs before you all of Christ’s divinity: I | 


trust in Jehovah my God, that, by His grace, 


he would engrave these proofs in your hearts.”’ | 


‘Some of them said, “‘May (iod bless yourself!” 
Leaid tothe vizier—‘Order Subhan Ali Khan 
fo repeat the following sentence from the Ko- 
ran—‘I adduce proofs from the Pentateuch and 
proofs from the Gospel;’ you who are learn- 
ed will be so good as to tell me from what 


laces of the Pentateuch and Gospel, proofs of 
Stahomedanism are asserted in the Koran. | 


that Lmayknow.” Subhan Ali Khan ordered 
the book, called, ‘An Answer to Christians,” 
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first read from the book a passage in praise of 
his prophet, full of hard words and high-flowa 
language, such as, according to the proverb, an 
evil spirit would write for Satan’s perusal; and, 
having read it, asked me if I understood it. I 
said tothe vizier, ‘The person who introduc- 
ed all these hard words trom difficult books, did 
it, not for the instruction of people in religion, 
but to siew his own learning: it is improper to 
write books on subjects of religion in this : 
they should be written in easy Jan vage, thatal 
may profit by them.” Subhan Ali Khan then 
said, **Sabat has written in his book, ‘He shall 
break them in pieces like a potter’s vessel,’ ” 
When I heard the name of Sabat, I immedi- 
ately started up, and said to Subhan Ali Khan 
—*Now I remember you, let us embrace: you 
were a great friend of Sabat, and used to tre: 
q.ent Mr. Martyn’s house: you know Sabat’s 
history well. 1 will speak of him in the pres 
ence of the vizier; and, if I say wrong, correct 
me—if true, bear witness, for I lived with him. 
Now had he not a complaint, which used te 
inflame his head; so that, for three or four 


|| days, he could neither eat nor drink? And 


during these illnesses, he used to be out of 
temper with his servants, and often even to be- 
have disrespectfully to the sahib. Is this 
true or false?”” Subhan Ali Khan replied, “It 
is true.” “Then,” ] said, “what dependence 
is to be placed on the words of such a de 
ranged person? Ihave heard from credible 
persons, that he wrote that book out of mal- 
ice; in which he inserted, as proofs, things out - 
of place and misapplied. his proof, which 
Subhan Ali Khan has introduced from Sabat’s 
book, a8 spoken of Mahomet in the 

pray in what chapter and verse of which of 
the Gospels is it found? It is true, it is writ-, 
ten in the Psalms of David (Ps. ii. 8.) ina 
prophecy concerning Jesus Christ.” Subhan 
Ali Khan and others cried out, “When did 
the Lord Jesus Christ draw the sword for the 
propagation of religion? Our prophet indeed, 
by fighting and conquering in the world, prope 
agated Islam.’”’ I said, ‘Pray consider w 

er by the scerTRE in the second Psalm, a 
sWorRD is meant. I remember a story: A 
sturdy Fakeer, ip Delhi, took, without leave, 
a large radish from a gardener’s basket; and 
went off carrying it on his shoulder: the gar- 
dener cried after him, ‘You worthless fellow! 
why do you walk off with my radish on your 
shoulder?’ He answered, ‘I have read in the 
Koran, Take upa radish and ‘carry it on your 
shoulder: ” The vizier, on hearing this, laugh- 
ed outright. Another person produced the fol- 
lowing as a proof: “When the woman taken 
in adultery, was brought to Jesus Christ, he 
said, ‘Who among you is not an adulterer, let 
him throw the first stone:’ on this all 
Christians went away and stoned her not. Is 


' not this, too, written in the Gospels; for the 


women of the Christians go about unveiled, 
and Jesus Christ himself has therefore st 
them adulteresses?” I answered, “This is very 


't offensive to me;” and addressing myself to 


the vizier, L said, ‘Pray observe what a gensé- 
less argument this learned man of yours arges 


tians present when that sentence was givel 
the Jews trusted in their outward observances, 
as the followers of Islam do at this time; 
like them, fancying themselves holy, they were 
forward to find fault with others: our 





to be brought; « person brought from the library 
two books neatly bound Subhan Ali Khan 


Jesus Christ. therefore. to convict them, gave 





he does not know that there could be no Chris . 




















that sentence, that the Jews might reflect on | 
theirown character, and, from a sense of their | 
own sinfulness, ready to forgive others.” | 
Subhan Ali Khan then said, “Inthe Revelation | 
of St. John, I have read that one person, | 
clothed ia white, stands before the throne of | 
the Most High: that respects our prophet for | 
Jesus Christ wore black clothes.” Fednewend, 
this passage is taken from the fourth Chapter; . 
and there it says, that twenty-four persons 

worshipped before the throne: pray, since you 

say one was your prophet, who were the 

ether twenty-th:ee?” 

The vizier said, in an audible voice, in the | 
hearing of all, “It is by no means necessary | 
thata man should follow the religion of his 
forefathers: moreover, it is higMly proper, that 
whatever religion is proved to be righteous 
and worthy of approval, he should embrace it.” 
When Subhan Ali Khan saw that the vizier 
paid attention to what was said, he began to 
ask me the meaning of hard words. -From the 
anxiety of my mind, as well as from long 
disuse of learning, 1 mistook the word, and 
gave a wrong answer. He, on this, said to 


a child.” Addressing the vizier, I said, 
“When did I ever pretend to learning? But 
if] had thought that Subhan Ali Khan would 
have judged of my religion from my knowl- 
edge of hard words, I would have looked into 
some dictionary, and have committed some to 
memory.”” The vizier smiled, and said, ‘‘I am 
much pleased with your conversation, and I 
have also heard of you from the resident. I 
am told that you are going to Calcutta, some 
time hence: you must not go without visiting 
me again.’”’? He then called for otter, with 
which he perfumed my hand, and dismissed 
me; and I returned home, where also I had to 
continue conversing about religion. 

| 


Abdool Messeeh, stationed in that part of | 
India, where he daily comes in contact with | 
various sects of Mahomedans,—-with pagans | 
differing in character and in devotedness to 
their superstitions,—and with nominal Chris- 
tians, and infidels, must. have his knowledge 
of Christianity, his ability to defend it, and 
his steadfastness of principle, severely tested, 


Seminary for Native Youths. 





| 


| 
| 


yet, though standing alone, or with only the | 
little Christian society, which he has been | 


chiefly instrumental of raising up, and sur- 


rounded by a vast expanse of heathen popula. | 


tion,—his spirit of devotion, his love for the 
spiritual welfare of his countrymen, his zeal 
in laboring to promote it; his readiness and in- 


genuity in debate, and his meekness under in- || 


| 
sults and contradiction, seem never to fail | 
him.—Such men as he, and Asaad Shidiak in 
western Asia, are most striking instances of | 
the effect of the Gospel on superior minds, not | 
only enlightening and sanctifying them, but 
making them eminent instruments of widely 
disseminating truth among their own country- 
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field of missionary labor. The number of 
heathens converted to Christianity, and who, 
by conversation, by instructing schools, and 
distributing books, render essential service to 
the different missions in the east, is already not 
small: but it cannot be expected,—considering 
the want of all knowledge and thought, in 
which the heathen are educated, and the many 
and degrading errors, with which their minds 
become filled, and the little demand there is 
among them for mental effort of any kind— 
that, generally, when they come to under- 
stand and embrace the Gospel, they should at 
once start on their Christian course with de- 
cision, and become active and judicious in- 
structers and preachers of divine truth. This 
can be reasonably expected of those only 

who, owing to original superiority of mind, or 


i to circumstances which rendered their minds 


the vizier, “This man has not the learning of || active, have been raised above the besotting 


| 
} 
i from heathenism, the same sort of being, 
|| which we look for in a man whe becomes a 
|| true Christian among us; who has previously 
|| had his mind stored, in a good degree, with 
|| useful knowledge, who has been trained to 
1 habits of thinking and business, and been 
|| taught to feel the responsibility resting on 
'| every member of a free and enlightened com- 
i munity. 


influence of idolatry and superstition. We 
ought hardly to expect to find in a convert 


But however ill adapted the previous edu- 
cation of the heathen, and their mode of life, 
are to qualify them to act steadily and wisely 
in spreading the Gospel; yet the succeeding 


'| article will show that there is a field of labor 


which they can occupy with great propriety 
and great success. 


Southern Xndia. 
PALAMCOTTAH. 


Seminary of the Church Missionary Societ:) 
for the Education of Native Youths. 


Some notices were given, (p. 382—3 of the 


‘ Jast volume,) of the great success which had 


attended the mission in the Tinnevelly dis- 
trict. ‘This district embraces the southern 
extremity 6f Hindoostan, and is nearly the 
same field which was formerly occupied by 
Swartz. A Seminary was established many 
years ago at Palamcottah, the principal sta- 


|| tion in the district, for the purpose of qualify- 
i ing the more promising youth for missionary 


men. Such individuals, the missionaries, and iabors. All who enter this Seminary, are re- 
they who patronise missions, may expect to || quired entirely to relinquish the distinctions of 


see rising up here and there, over the whole ' caste. This requisition, at one perigd, méafly 
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broke up the school; but afterwards it seemed ;; 


to make it more decidedly useful. 


I am satisfied, says one of the su 
ents, that their relinquishment of caste hy 


entering the Seminary, has greatly assisted 
them to get more perfectly rid of the world, 


and to submit more decidedly and unreserv- ° 


edly, to Christian principle and Christian 
discipline. 

According to the survey of this station in 
1824, there were 31 natives in this Seminary, 
of whom 20 were believed to have been turn- 
ed, by the gracious influences of the Holy 
Spirit, from darkness unto light; and great 
hope was entertained of several others. In 
the survey of 1836, there are stated to be in 
the Seminary, 36 native youths, from 8 to 22 
years of age. The missionaries say— 


OF these, 24 were fluent readers and good 


writers in Tamul, and were advancing in ge- || 


phy, history and divinity: the other 12 
still attended the Central School. There 
were 15 in the Hebrew class; and all, except 
the four last admitted, were learning English 
"Fhe % more advanced youth have heard lec- 
tures on the Epistle to the Romans, which 
they have copied and committed to memory; 
and hove lately begun to receive lectures on 
the Bible generally. 


5] 


A few extracts from the journals of the 
missionarics, will show how these youths, just 
rescued from the ignorance and debasement of 
heathenism, value the privileges enjoyed in 
the Seminary, and what gratitude they feel 
towards their instructers. 


After the usual prayer-meeting, the two el- 
der Seminarists came forward and expressed, 
in their own name, and in the name of the 
rest, their thanks for the pains which we had 
taken with them; and prayed that the Lord 
would bless us. This was unexpected. I be- 
lieve most of the youths really feel the great 
benefit eonferred upon them. To the Lord 
our God be all the glory. 

We dismissed our Seminarists to visit their 
respective homes. On our question, Whether 


rintend- | 


they greafly rejoiced at the prospect of seeing | 


their homes again, some said that they did re- 
joice, because they wished tomake known to the 
people there, what they had learnt and expe- 
rienced from the word of God: a few said that 
they did not much rejoice, because they 
should forget what they had learnt, and see 
and hear things in their village which migl.t 
hurt sheir souls. We hada special conversa- 
tion with seven Seminarists. who have long 
asked for Baptism. The state of their minds 
is pleasing: it would rejoice our Christian 
friends to witness their feelings and expres- 
sions. Thus the Lord gathers to himself a 
Church from among this Soapte. The parents 
ef two of them refuse their consent; but the 
youths said, “In this we cannot obey our pa- 
rents. He, that loves father or mother more tha 
me, is not worthy of me.’ They are prepared 
to euffer: 


Labors of the Seminarists. 


May, 


A Teloogoo man brought a boy, his relative, 
of apparently 13 years of age, who earnestly 
begged to be received into the Seminary. 


: The boy’s occupation was that of a shepherd: 
| hearing some people, probably Christiazts, 


speaking of our Seminary, he felt a very strong 
desire to learn also, although he did not then 
know a letter. As he is an orphan, he lived 
with his relative, whom he never ceased to 
importune, till the man resolved to bring him 
hither. The boy has such a firm and sterm 


| countenance as we may faney Cato must have 


had: when, in order to try him, he was told 


| that he would be kept very strict here, he 


replied in such a cool, resolute. and laconic 


, manner, as I do not recollect to have ever wit- 


nessed before—* Beat me—do what you like— 
I shall bear it.” It reminded me very forci- 
bly of that philosopher, who said to his teach- 
er, ‘Beat me as much as you please, you will 
not find a stick hard enough to drive me away 
from you.” 


Labors of the Seminarists among their 
Countrymen. 


These youths, having, by means of Christian 
instruction and the influences of the Holy 
Spirit, been delivered from the darkness and 
slavery of sin, are not without feelings of 


| compassion for their brethren and kinsmen 
| according to the flesh, and show great zeal 
| and activity in disseminating among them a 


knowledge of that Gospel which they so much 
value themselves. 

We, may see, in the details of the character 
and conduct of these Seminarists, the feasi- 
bility of communicating intelligence and 
Christian principle to the heathen, even in 


| India;—of making them patient of study and 
| hardship, and fearless of ridicule and reproach; 


| and prudent, yet assiduous, in giving instrue- 


tion. 


| this result 


We see too the result of schools in 
heathen countries,—a result which is legiti- 
mate, and, by the blessing of God, to be ex 
pected, when they are well conducted and 
There are great difi- 
culties to be overcome; and much patient and 


vigorously supported. 
laborious‘ exertion is necessary to work out 


and they will be found, in the end, not only to 
have been the means of enlightening and 
saving the scholars, bat also of multiplying 
the number of Christian laborers, and raising 


. rie ; » {or } » - 
| up a Christian community for the nest gen 


eration 
The missionaries write— 


Our Seminarists had a holiday; when some 
of them divided themselves into three com 
pinies, posted themselves at three different 
places near our Compound along the road, read 
tracts to the passengers, and conversed with 
them on the subjects, beseeching them to re 


| pent and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Some of the hearers derided them; but mest 





but such exertions are not in vail; | 
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of them were ready to hear, and expressed 
pleasure at the things which they heard, ask- 
ing for Tracts. ; 
Feb. 22, 1825. A few weeks ago, our Semi- 
narist, Prakasen, mentioned to me, that, as 


the idolatrous feast at Tritchendoor is nigh, | 


he felt much inclined to go thither, and dis- 
seminate the Word of God among the people 
who flock together there from all quarters 
I cordially approved his wish; and, to-day, 
he, and Vandamoottoo, Aisodion, and Jacob, 
were dismissed for that purpose, and recom- 
mended by prayer to the Lord of the -harvest. 
They have about 700 Tracts with them; and 
go off in the best spirit. Who will not re- 
joice at these volunteers, and pray for a bless- 
ing upon them! 


These youth from school, when armed with 
the sword of the Spirit, can move the old and 
honored brahmin. 


An aged brahmin was much affected by 
what he heard them read and speak; and, 
at last, begged them for the large Book, mean- 
ing the part of the New Testament which he 
saw with them: they could not well spare it 
as they had only that one; and therefore 
refused it: however, he pressing very hard for 
it, they at last gave it him; but before he took 
it, he begged them to accompany the gift with 
agood wish or blessing: accordingly. one of 
them, giving it to him, pronounced the 
following wish—“May God destroy the bad 
mind, by which you have hitherto drawn many 

ople to false gods, and thus deceived them! 

ay He grant you His Holy Spirit, to know 
your corrupt nature, to renounce the gods whom 
you have hitherto worshipped, to tuin to the 

rd Jesus Christ, and to be saved by Him, and 
to be sanctified!” The Brahmin then took the 
book with joy and thankfulness. and went his 
way. How marvellous is this, when, in the 
views of Hindoos respecting caste, we con- 
sider the receiver and the distributors! They 
have been several times questioned about their 
easte; to which they replied, that, as all men 
had sprung from the same parents, there was 
but one caste: with this the people had been 
contented; in fact, they themscives say, that 
there are but two castes—male and female. 

On several occasions, the people had be- 
come angry with our young men; and, at one 
time, were near upon beating them, “But,” 
said they, “we prayed; and their anger was 
always turned into the acknowledgment of the 
truth.’”’” One man had shewn much anger to- 
ward them; but, afterward, told them that he 
had done so in order to try them: he wished 
to see whether they would fall into a pas- 
sion; “but,” said he, “you have remained 
steady, and that is right: so it must be.” 


The following account is given of another 
tour of these young missionaries. 


April 8. Prakasen, Abraham, and Veda- 
moottoo left on an excursion to Pavanasam, 
in the west, near the Hills; where there is a 
great feast in these days, and where the people 
bathe in the stream irom the mountains, to 
wash away their sins; on which account it re- 
ceives its name. Prakasen said that he would 


Labors of the Seminarists. 


| begged a large supply: 
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that is, destroyer of sin. They took about 
300 Tracts with them. They then went to 
Ambassamoottiram, and found there a vast 
assemblage of people celebrating an idol’s 
feast; there also, they read the Tracts, and 
reached to large multitudes, who so great- 
y desired Tracts as to exhaust their store; 
and having but two left, they sent to me and 
they also requested 


| for some Testaments, as they had asked for 


| large books. 


s. I sent them about 600 Tracts, 
with directions to be careful. In their jour- 


| nal, kept at Ambassamoottiram, they thus 


speak:—‘‘It was just the ninth day of the feast, 
and agreat many people had come from all 
quarters: we stationed ourselves in the front of 
the temple, and féad aloud the Tract on the 
Ten Commandments and the Short Catechism: 
a large number of people, perhaps 5,000, came 
and heard with much attention; there came a 


' man who asked us for medicine, to heal the 


’ time. 


disease of sin: in reply, we shewed him that 
the Lord Jesus Christ is the Saviour from sin, 
and the true Pavanasam: the son of a great 
man of the place came and asked for a book: a 
brahmin paid two fanams for a copy of the 
Gospel of St. Mark: after this the people press- 
ed upen us-from all sides for books: about 500 
Tracts were distributed among them: in this 
place we staid three days. We then went to 
Pavanasam, and told the assembled multitude 
that the Lord Jesus Christ was the true Sa- 
viour from sin: the people heard with pleas- 
ure; and said “True: some Moormans and 
brahmins paidin all 10 fanams for gospels: 
many people took Tracts; about 300 were 
distributed in that place. Having been two 
days there, we went, on our return, to Veera- 
nalloor, to the church of the Roman Catholics: 
we spoke with them, and read to them the 
Tract on the Pearl of great price; on which 
one of them said, ‘The wolf has put on 
sheep's clothes, and is come among us:” after 
some further conversation, they got very 
angry and threatened us: we were delivered 
from them as Daniel was from the moutlis of 
the lions, for which the Lord be praised!” 
The missionary, who is thus made the in- 
strument of communicating knowledge and 
piety to a school of native youths on heathen 
ground, must fee] himself, as it were, multi- 
plied, and capable of being present and exert- 
ing an agency in many places at the same 
Such seem to be the feelings of Mr. 
Rhenius, from whose journal these extracts 


are made. 


30. This morning I.found but few Sem- 
inarists in the room: they were outin the 
street aud fort. speaking and reading to the 
people. [t is impossible to relate all the vari- 
ous occurrences which take place while they 
are thus engaged. It is indeed wonderful to 
behold; and inakes us to encourage each other 
to magnify the Lord, and to rejoice in God the 


} Saviour of all mankind. Many hundreds, if 


not thousands, far and wide, have heard the 
Gospel, and about 1,000 Tracts have been dis- 
tributed. ‘The people’s desire after them is 
| great. Some paid a little money for them: for 
| parts of the Testament some fanams were 


go and tell them of the true Pavanasam, |) paid: one man said that he had no money by 
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him to pay for a part; and when Nallatambi 
hesitated to give it him, he for it until 
Nallatambi wis overcome and gave it him: 
another man, also, had no money; but he took 
his wife aside, and made her take one of her 
silver rings from her toes, with which he paid 
for abook. High and low partook of this spir- 
itual feast; and though some were angry with 
our young men for saying that idols were vain 
and could not save them but that the Lord 
Jesus could, and some even abused them for 
it and were about to beat them, yet, on the 
whole, the people acknowledged the truth of 
what was told them. 

Prakasen continued his report of his late 
excursion to Pavanasam: the people there had 


nearly all acknowledged that their bathing in | 


the stream from the rock could not wash away 
’ their sins; and that they had bathed merely 
from custom. He related also, that, in one of 
the villages, he had found a man who had long 
most strenuously and devoutly trusted in his 
idols, and had been very proud on account of 
it, thinking himself some superior being for 
doing so: he also came and heard the reading 
ofa Tract; when, to the astonishment of many, 
he declared that that was the truth, and began 
shockingly to abuse his idol-gods as worthless 


Troubles among the Syrian .Christians. 





| 
| 


| 
} 
' 
| 
| 
| 
} 


} 


things, and because they had deceived him; | 


saying he would now become a Christian: his 
wife was very angry with our young men for 
bringing these doctrines into the village, and 
abused them dreadfully, and threaténed to 
bring her da 
her father’s feet, cut out her own tongue, and 
be no longer his wife in case he should persist 
in his resolution: her husband told them not 
to mind her abusive language and threaten- 


| 


| 


hter, dash her on the ground at | 


! 


{ 


ings, and that he would nevertheless become | 


a Christian. Vedamoottoo also related his 


transactions in the fort yesterday, when a |} 


number of very respectable people surrounded 


and disputed with him, sometimes threaten- ; 
ing, sometimes arguing. Our Christian school- | 


master at Kanabadinadenoor, in the west, 


near the mountains, who seems to be very | 


diligent in propagating divine knowledge in | 


the midst of various vexations, related several 
pleasing events: the Word of God has found 
acceptance there, also, with many; who re- 
ceive Tracts, which they read among them- 
selves and to others, praising their contents. 
At the conclusion, we heartily prayed for the 
Lord’s blessing on the seed sown. May it 
prosper abundantly! Asfor our young men, 
we may indeed say, Has not God chosen the 


weak and the despised among the people, to | 





confound and bring to nought the wise and | 


the strong? And is it not very remarkable, 
that persons of all castes, even brahmins, 
should lend a willing ear to such otherwise | 
despised, heralds; and be readily instructed | 


by them? Surely the finger of God is here! | 
Again Mr. Rhenius says— 


We dismissed our young evangelists to their | 
respective stations, with 
how to proceed 
prayers with which we sent them out! They | 
are to stay a fortnight at their stations,and then | 
to return for a week for their own instruction. | 
So the Lord has realized the hopes and wishes, | 


which we cherished concerning them three | their own history, 





roper instructions | 
May the Lord hear the | 





Mary, 


ner different from what we contemplated, 
and beyond what we expected. Praised be 
his holy name. 

We had sent to some neighboring villages, 
about ten miles to the east, our Seminari 
Tanjore-Savarimoottoo, Samuel, Sinna-Saya- 
rimoottoo, and Ramanaden! they heard that 
there would be a feast, and took a number of 
Tracts for distribution. To day they retu 
rejoiced at the hearing which they have ob- 
tained, and wondering at the desire of the peo- 
ple. An abstract of their report follows— 

“We came first to our school at Moora) 
nadoo; where we sat down to rest, and w 
a Moodelliar and other people came together, 
asking us of their own accord to read Tracts 
tothem. Reading on, we shewed them thé 
vanity of idolatry; which they expressed them- 
selves convinced of and added, ‘It were bet- 
ter that the honorable Company gave money 
to print such books for ignorant people, than 
to our temples:’ they all took Tracts with pleas- 
ure. We then went to the temple of Poysol- 
lemeyer, that is, of ‘the God that is true, 
speaking no lies;’ the name of an idol: we 
spoke there with a person about their worship, 
and read a Tract tothem; when he also ap- 
peared convinced, and began to express anger 
at himself, the idols, the worshippers of them, 
and those who made them: he then took some 
Tracts gladly, and acompanied us a long way 
to the next village. 

In Satangkoolam many heathen wait for 
the finishing of the church which is there 
building, when they also will join the con- 

regation: in Pandarapooram a woman taught 
a little son, not yet four years old, the prin- 
ciples of Christianity; and, though not yet 
able to speak well, he had rehearsed them, not 
missing any thing. Paradesi and Sarkoonnen 
have also been rejoiced at the people’s readi- 
ness to learn the way of God: their former 
idol temple is too small for the whole congre- 
gation, and the people will enlarge it: the 
children, which are many, have even troubled 
them to teach them to read and write. 


Some further extracts from this very en- 
couraging journal, may be expected in the 
next number.——We see, in the history 
of this mission, what is the power of di- 
vine truth, when clearly opened to the minds 
of the heathen by the Holy Spirit. It breaks 
the tenacity with which they cleave to their 
superstitions, dispels their errors, makes them 
rational beings, and brings them into the glo- 
rious liberty of the sons of God. 


COTYM. 


Troubles among the Syrian Christians, from 
the Proceedings of Mar Athanasius from 
Antioch. 


Previous to the arrival of the Portuguese 
on the Malabar coast, about the middle of the 
16th century, this ancient church had been 
governed, during 1,300 years, according to 
by bishops from Antioch: 


years ago! It is certainly in a way and man- |! but the Catholics from Portugal, byforce and 
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intrigue, induced many of them to submit to | 


the Romish church; and, as far as possible, they 
cut off all intercourse between the Malabar 
Christians and the mother church of Antioch. 
In 1653 Mar Ignatius, a patriarch, came from 
Antioch, but not being permitted to enter on 
the duties of his office, or even to visit the 
churches, he commissioned Thomas, an arch- 
deacon, to act as metropolitan; and though 
deputies have often been sent from Antioch to 
visit them, the office of patriarch has ever since 
remained in his family. Ignatius was after- 
wards murdered by the Portuguese. 

The late metropolitan, Mar Dionysius, died 
I6th of May, 1825, and was succeeded by Mal- 
pan Philip. These churches having long de- 
sired to receive a visit from some one ap- 
pointed by the mother church, were gratified, 
shortly after the death of Dionysius, by the 
arrival of Mar Athanasius, appointed by the 
patriarch of Antioch to be metropolitan of the 
Syrian church of Malabar. ' 


Jews in Germany. 


| could not long bear the arbitrary corduct of 
| this foreigner. 


church of Antioch. 


| cherish this evil. 
| possession of the college, he was resisted 





The newly-elected metropolitan, when at 
Caleutta and Bombay, made a very favorable | 


impression on the members of the English | 
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His Dismissal from the Country. 


Philoxenus was willing to admit of his 
counsels as a friendly visitor, but resisted the 
arbitrary exercises of authority by him: the 


| catanars and people so far supported the local 


metropolitans, that they were adverse to their 
being superseded; but were yet desirous of sub- 
mitting to Athanasius, under the impression 
of his being clothed with the authority of the 
His measures, however, 
soon awakened general dissatisfaction. It 
became evident that it was a main point with 


| him to exact from them as much money as 
| possible; as he taxed marriages with hea 


fees, and made bargains with the richer Syri- 
ans for their daugl.-ers to be married to cat- 
anars. His resolute destruction of i 


| might have been a rea) service to the church; 
| but it may be feared, that the disgust, which 


his proceedings ultimately occasioned, may 
lead the people the more pertinaciously to 
In his attempt to obtain 


the missionaries, under the authority of the 
resident, colonel Newall; who was, at length, 
under the necessity of providing for his re- 
moval from the country, which step was or- 
dered in the month of April: he was to return 


church, and he was received with great respect || in a Turkish vessel. 


by the Syrian churches. 


All the people were overjoyed at having a || 


foreign inetran, and shewed him every possi- 
blerespect. In the course of a few days, the 
senior metran, though very ill, arrived from 
the north. He immediately went and paid his 
respects to the foreign metran, who ueither 
returned his visit, nor sent his ramban to in- 
quire after his health; nor, indeed, shewed 
him any respect. He soon began denying the 
validity of his title; and exercising, himself, 
the rights of the metropolitan of the church: 
he suspended catanars for acts done in obedi- 
ence to the orders of the deceased metropol- 
itan—demolished a tomb erected in the church 
tothe memory of the former metropolitan— 
gave orders for omitting the names of the pres- 
ent metropolitans in the prayers—and did 
many other rash acts, without even asking a 
question of them. 


Mar Philoxenus, who preceded Dionysius as 
metropolitan, but had resigned the office on 
account of infirmity, was, after the death of 
Dionysius, induced to resume it again, and he 
and Malpan Philip, at this time held the office 
together. Athanasius demanded that they 


should be stripped of their authority, and re- | 
turn to the office of priest; that every priest 


and deacon ordained by them, should be re-or- 


| most 


| would be visibly pernicious, 





dained; and that all the ecclesiastical acts of | are teachers of the childven, tonchens of Ghe 


should |) ‘paimud 


the church for the last nineteen years, 


Germany. 


CONDITION AND PROSPECTS OF THE JEWS. 


' Tiree letters, of a recent. date, have been 
| received in this city from Prussia; one from 


Rev. Mr. Tholuck, professor of divinity in the 
university of Halle,—the others from Mr. 
Robinson, late instructer in the theological 
seminary at Andover. The information they, 
contain, is both timely and valuable. It is 
such also, as may be implicitly relied on, pro- 
fessor Tholuck having himself been e 


| for a number of years as a missionary to the 


Jews, and withal being a man of t candor 


| and excellent judgment.—N. Y. Obs. 


Respecting their condition and prospects, 
professor Tholuck thus writes: 


1. As to their civil privileges. Since the 


| time of Napoleon, who showed himself very 


favorable to the Jewish nation, they enjoy, in 
parts of Germany, equal rights with 
Christians. They are only excluded from 
situations in life where the influence of a Jew 
rticularly the 
office of magistrates, and of professors in 
academies. 

2. Their employment in Germany is almost 
universally that of dealers in clothes, watches, 
jewels, &c. Some few are t n, but 
very few indeed. A number of young 


Some few of the educated class 


be annulled; and publicly, over the Gospels, || have entered the army as Jews. There are 200 
pronounced the two metropolitans accursed. || in the Prussian army. Some are physicians 


But the metropolitans and the people were 


strongly attached to their former liberty, and | Testament.}] among the educated class in 


‘| and dentists. 


3. As to their attachment to the law, [the Old 
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Germany, there is almost none: or merely an | 
outward attachment. The middle and lower | 
classes are still attached to it, although much | 
less than those of Poland. 
4. As to indications of a moral revolution, | 
there is first to be mentioned, the reformed 
party among the Jews, which has sprung up 
ost in every province of Germany. ‘They 
have built synagogues in Berlin, Keonings- 
berg, Carlsruh, Hamburgh, Wiesbaden, and | 
several gther places. They have principles | 
similar to those of your Holley, in America. 
In Prussia the king has shut their synagogues 
-and prohibited their service, from a view that 
such an innovation might tend to prevent 
those who were disgusted with their old mode 


ism. 
is well 
reform 


rounded. 1 think that with us the 
party of the Jews have kept alive a | 
of warm-hearted religion, although I 


them, for there can be no doubt that many of 
them are deists. Another indication of a 
moral revolution, is, their studying zealously 
the New Testament, in several parts of Po- 
land. The missionaries often meet such as 
will repeat long passages from the New ‘Tes- 
tament by heart. In general they are willing 
to listen to the truth. In one place they have 
all subscribed to allow the missionary to | 

h in theif synagogue, and the missionary, 
in his clerical robe, delivered a sermon to 
them from the elevated place where they 
are accustomed to read the Thora. The 
city where this remarkable instance happened, 
is Arzelno, in Prussian Poland. Afterwards 
they continued to assemble every Sabbath in 
the house of the missionary, to hear him ex- 
pound the Scriptures, till their Jewish preach- , 
er accused them of infidelity to the grand 
rabbi at Posen, who threatened them with 
excommunication. Moreover, in almost all 
the German towns, Jewish children are edu- 
cated in Christian schools, and in some they 
learn the catechism in common with Christian | 
children. The missionaries have frequently 
found Jewish children better instructed in the 
catechism than Christian children. When 
the missionaries preach in the churches, there 
are always Jews present. 

5. The motives of the London Society in 
abandoning their plan of affording temporal 
assistance were, because Mr. Way and his | 
friends had supported individuals in an im- | 
proper manner. Either he granted to them 
sums of money, or he educated them for a lite- | 
rary career. The latter nourished their pride, | 
and attracted some wretched individuals. | 
The best way of assisting them, and a plan 
which might be decitledly adopted, is to afford to 
them the means of learning a trade. The | 
institution of count Von der Recke has done 
much good in that respect. The Berlin friends 
have of late followed the same plan. 

6. The proselytee are mostly such as have 
been Jewish students, or Talmud teachers, In | 
the first case om! lose all support from their 
relatives; in the latter, they lose their e:nploy- | 
ment. Such as were dealers, lose for the 
most part their mercantile connexion among 
the Jews. 


7. The proselytes in general seem little | 
qualified to become missionaries among their | 
On the one hand, it has been ob- 


nation. 


Jews in Germany. 





May, 


served, that even the worthiest of them are 
exposed to temptations, particularly to pride; 
on the other, the Jews themsélves are in- 
clined to despise them. In Berlin, however, 
there are several proselytes who exert a 
most beneficial influence on their converted 
brethren. One of them has continued for 
three years to instruct candidates for baptism. 
He, particularly, is an instance of sound con- 
version,—he has something of the energy and 
ardor of Luther. 

8. The return to their land, the German Jews 
do not expect; but the Polish Jews do. The 


| German Jews, at least the more educated 
| of them, have rather spiritual ideas of the 


| Messiah and his operations. : 
of worship, from abandoning completely Juda- || 


I question very much whether this fear || 


It is not in my power, my dear sir, to dwell 
on any of these questions at the present mo- 
ment; but if you should wish to get any spe- 
cial information on any of the above mention- 


| ed “points, pray let me know it, and.I shall 
would not make this assertion of the whole of || 


give you as many statements as Tecan. I shall 
be much obliged to you, if you will favor me 
with missionary pamphlets from your country 
containing information of what the friends of 


| Israel have done hitherto for that unfortunate 








people.—Let Christians become true followers 
of Christ, and the Jews will all turn to our 
Saviour. 


Mr. Robinson, extracts from whose corres- 
pondence were inserted at pp. 322 and 361 of 
our last volume, communicates additional facts 
on several of the preceding topics. With 
reference to the second, he writes:— 


Besides what professor Tholuck has said of 
their employment. 1 would merely add, that 
many trade in money, and wares of all kinds. 
In Halle, all the brokers are actual Jews. Tn 
Leipzig, during the new year’s fair, a large 
proportion of the signs of the traders from 
abroad, were Jewish; at least they were in 
Hebrew; generally, indeed, only the German 
words, written in Hebrew characters. The 
German Jews in general adopt the dress of the 
country, and are to be distinguished only “ 
their striking national physiognomy. The Pol- 
ish Jews on the contrary, of whom I saw man 
in Leipzig, retain the flowing robe, long y 
and cap, of their ancestors. 


Mr. R. makes the following remarks respect- 
ing those Jews who have renounced Judaism. 


The proselytes, or, in general, those who 
cast off Judaism, lose the confidence of the 
Jews; but so far as I can learn, they stand on 
precisely the same footing as other members 
of society, in other respects; and are admitted 
to offices—if not to civil offices, at least to 
literary stations. Professor Neander, of Ber- 


| lin, who stands at the head of living ecclesi- 


astical historians in Germany, is by birth a 
Jew; and two of the professors at Gottingen 


\| are also Jews who have renounced Judaism, 


without embracing vital Christianity. BY 
being cut off from their previous occupations 
among their own people, converted Jews may 


|| at first be thrown occasionally into straits, 


but Feannot learn that they suffer any thing 
from special neglect, or contempt on the part 
ofthe public at large. In general, the uncon- 
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verted Jews seem to live entirely unnoticed: | 


theugh in Gong I saw some soldiers jeer- 
ing at a couple of Polish Jews, as they passed 
along the street in their peculiar costume. In 
Leipzig, where there are many, nothing of the 
kind seemed usual. 

I would add, that the views expressed by 

fessor Tholuck, were also given me, less 
Thy, by Dr. Bialloblotsky, a pious teacher in 
Gottingen. 

The return of the Jews to Jerusalem is intro- 
duced in the foregoing letters. On this sub- 
ject, Dr. Henderson, who, from his extensive 
travels on the continent of Europe, had the 
best opportunity for forming a correct opinion. 
says,—— 

It cannot admit of a2 moment’s doubt, that, 
should the Ottoman power be removed out of 
the way, and no obstacles be presented by 
those oe may succeed in the dominican of the 


intermediate regions, the Jews will, toa man, 
cross the Bosphorus, and endeavor to re-estab- 
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lish their ancient polity. To this all their 
wishes bend; for this they daily pray; and, in 
order to accomplish this, they are ready to 
sacrifice any, the most favored advantages 
they may possess in Europe. 

The reformed Jews, whom professor Tho- 
luck mentions, as having sprung up in all’ parts 
of Germany, seem, from his account of them, 
very nearly to resemble a similar party, which 
has come into existence in several of our 
cities within the last year-ortwo. It is com- 
posed of two classes,-those who are most 
serious, and those who are verging toward 
infidelity;—and, in both cases, of those who 
place little reliance on rigidly adhering to 
their ancient ceremonies and worship; and is 


*|| so far auspicious, as it shows that that, which 


formerly prevented their examining the claims 
of Christianity, is losing its power over their 
minds. 





Dowiestic Kutelligeuce. 


AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


An account of the formation of this National 
Society was given in the last volume of the 
Missionary Herald, p. 191. 

A National Society, which should take a 
survey of the moral condition and wants of our 
whole land, keep an eye on that wave of pop- 
ulation that is rolling westward, with a rapid- 
ity too great for the historian and the geog- 
rpher to follow, and call the attention of 
the whole Christian community to the great 
and daily increasing work of sending the 
means of religious instruction with -it, has 
long been needed. 

The American Home Missionary Society 
seems to have received the cordial approbation 
of the friends of religion in all parts of our 
country; and most of the smaller Societies for 
Domestic Missions in the different States, are 
becoming auxiliary to it. Its great object, as 
stated in its constitution, is to assist congre- 
gations that are unable to support the Gospel 
ministry, and to send the Gospel to the desti- 
tute within the United States, 

The moral wants of our nation seem impe- 
tiously to demand such systematical exer- 
tions. To show this, a few passages are in- 
serted here from the New-York Observer, a 
portion of which is now regularly devoted to 
intelligence relative to Home Missions. 

Every one who believes, that in order to 
the permanent prosperity of our country, our 
religious institutions must be co-extensive 
With our population, should stop on reading 
such statements as the following, and reflect 

VOL. 


XXII. 








en what will be the consequence to our na- 
tion of not making increased effort to supply 
every part of it with the preaching of the 
Gospel. 


At our present rate of increase, we shall be 
in 1850, 22,000,000 of people; and in 1875, 
44,000,000. Let any man calculate what 
ought to be the ratio of ministers which the 
Church should train for this teeming popula- 
tion. Let the thrilling question pass from 
one watchman of Israel to another, until it 
reach every one who can bring help to the 
cause of the Lord—Whence are the 40,000 
ministers of the Gospel to come, who 50 years 
hence, are to supply the 44,000,000 of our 
countrymen. 





The following is an authentic statement of 
the vacancies in regular churches, and does 
not include that part of our population, esti- 
mated to be nearly one half, which is not 
collected inte churches and congregations. 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. States numbers nearly 2,000 
regular churches, and about 800 of these are 
destitute of settled pastors; the Reformed 
Dutch Synod embraces 181 churches, 53 of 
which are vacant; the Baptists have more 
than 1,000 destitute churches; the Congrega- 
tionalists a large number, and the Episcopal- 
ians more than 100. But leaving out of the 
calculation these and all other destitute 
churches, which are hungering for the bread 
of life; besides these, not much Jess than half 
the population of these United States are at 
this day, to an alarming degree, destitute of the 
regular administration of Gospel ordinances; 
and this destitution is increasing with every 
wave of emigration that beats back the west- 
ern wilderness. It endangers alike the po- 
litical security and the spiritual salvation of 








millions that shall come after us. 
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Our population, says a correspondent 
from Indiana, at present is rated at between 
2 and 300,000; and we have only twelve 
resident Presbyterian ministers in the State. 
‘The Presbytery to which I belong, embraces 
a range of territory nearly 200 miles in length 
and 80 in breadth; in which we have only four 
members with charges, though we number 19 | 
congregations. I am stationed in the centre | 
of a large body of population, yet my nearest | 
clerical neighbor lives at the distance of 50 or 
60 miles. 1 was this year obliged to travel 140 
miles to attend a meeting of the Presbytery. | 


It is painful to know that so large a portion 
of our fellow citizens are destitute of the 
stated preaching of the Gospel, and of all its | 
ordinances; but it is especially painful to | 
learn that there has been a retrograde move- | 
ment,—-that this famine of the bread of life is 
now felt over districts, where the flocks of the 
Lord once fed in greén pastures and beside | 
still waters. The following extract from a | 
letter written by a member of the Lewes | 
Presbytery, Maryland, shows how the walls of | 
Jerusalem are broken down, and the gates | 
thereof burned with fire. 


It is not often that in any part of the United | 
States, we can find Presbyterian churches 
gone into decay. But this peninsula has the 
melancholy distinction of seeing whole con- | 
gregations dispersed, so that not a remnant of | 
them is now left. There are edifices once oc- 
cupied by some of the most useful ministers 
of the Lord Jesus, that have sunk into almost 
irrecoverable ruin. Let a few instances suffice. | 

A church once stood in Drummond Town, 
on the eastern shore of Virginia, in which it 
is probable that no less a man then Francis 
McKawmie used to officiate. But it has totally | 
disappeared. In Vienna, on the banks of the | 
Nanticoke, there was formerly a building for 
the use of Presbyterians, but not a single 
vestige of it can be found. Eight miles from | 
the village of Snow Hill, within the last 15 
years there was a church filled by a large and | 
flourishing congregation. Dut the flock is en- 
tirely scattered. It is probable that in the 
town of Cambridge a church of the same or- | 
der once stood, but Ichabod may be written | 
amidst its ruins. Instances of other churches 
might be adduced; but as the writer is not 

nally acquainted with their location, he | 
eaves you to infer the number from the ex- | 
tent of our peninsula. 

There are other congregations, ti:e protract- 
ed existence of which is exceedingly doubt- | 
ful. They have been struggling for a series of | 
years with innumerable difficulties. When a | 
minister is to be supported, several of these | 
congregations are formed into a circle for the | 
purpose. Thus some part of a preacher’s 
charge must always be Som oe to the incur- 
sion of every dangerous delusion. 


Pastors, to gather again these scattered 
flocks, as well as to form churches where the 
blessings of the Gospel have never been en- 
joyed, must come, principally, from the older 
and more highly favored States of the east. 
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The number of young men, natives of the 
western States, who receive a public educa. 
tion, bears no proportion to the demand for 
them jn any of the professions: and it cannot 
be expected, that young men who grow up 
into life where the means of religious instrte- 
tion aré not enjoyed, even when they obtain 
a competent education, will be qualified in 
other respects, and be disposed, to enter the 
ministry. The eastern States must not 


|| only furnish many of the ministers requisite, 


but they must also do much towards support- 
ing them. Communities who have long been 
without the institutions of the Gospel, do not 
prize them sufficiently to make efforts and sac- 
rifices to support them: they are not united 





| every new country there is such a want of 
| capital, as to make the support of public insti- 
| tutions burdensome. A clergyman from In- 
diana thus writes in reference to this point. 


There are some funds in the hands of the 
treasurer, but limited as our resources, are, 


we find it impossible to procure a 
labor to the extent of these resources. e 


must depend upon your Society almost en- 
tirely for missionaries, and in a great meas 
| ure for the means of their support for some 
| time to come. Although we desire a union 
with the National Society, it is not with any 
| hope of increasing your funds, but merely to 
| bring ourselves more directly under your fos- 
fering care, and to strengthen the ties which 





bind us to an institution from which we ex 
pect such important advantages. 

It is to be expected that the great and in- 
creasing number of revivals, with which 
the Head of the Church is visiting the 
western and southern parts of our country, 
will increase the number of suitable candi- 
dates for the ministry; and will also create in 
the people a more general, and a stronger at- 
tachment to religious institutions, and greatly 
enlarge the number of those who vigorously 
support them. It is to be expected, also, that 
the colleges and theological seminaries, which 
are fast rising into existence and active oper 
ation in those States, will, by increasing the 
facilities for obtaining an education, promote 
the progress, and multiply the friends of re- 
ligion atthe west. But in order that these 
revivals may be continued and extended over 
the vast territories of the west, and that these 
seminaries may speedily exert a powerful in- 
fluence, assistance from the east is indispens- 
ble. It must be remembered, too, that what 
ever influence these revivals and these semi- 
naries are likely to exert, is prospective: it 
cannot be made at once to bear upon the re 
ligious interests of the community. A young 
man who is renewed by the Spirit of God, ia 





and prepared to make a vigorous effort; and ia , 
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a revival, cannot be put into the ministry in a 
day: eight or ten years must be consumed in 
the process of his education. The number 
of ministers produced for our western pop- 
ulation in this way, must, besides, be very 
small at first: five thousand young men cannot 
immediately be put in a process of educa- 
tion, so that at the expiration of even ten or 
twenty years, we may calculate upon a supply 
for that unlimited population. Yet within 
twenty years, at the present rate of the rela- 
tive increase of population in different por- 
tions of our country, the dearest interests of 
our nation,—the liberties even of New Eng- 
land, will be in the hands of that part of our 
countrymen, who are now almost entirely 
destitute of the stated means of religious in- 
struction. 

Whatever efforts are to be made to send the 
means of grace to the destitute parts of the 
country,can be made now to much greater 
advantage, than at a future period. This is 
evident from the fact, that a large portion of 
the inhabitants of the western States are emi- 
grants from the eastern, and have not yet lost 
all their attachment to the religious institu- 
tions, in the midst of which they were edu- 
cated; or assumed that character of decided 
irreligion, which, it seems almost certain, 
succeeding generations, if neglected, must 
bear. Besides, the disproportion between 
those parts of the country which enjoy the 
religious instruction, and those which do not, 
will be constantly increasing. The efforts, 
therefore, which are now made, to send the 
Gospel to the destitute parts of our coun- 
try, will not only be furnishing religious in- 
struction, and the means of salvation to those 
parts, but will also be narrowing the field 
where such efforts are needed; and increasing, 
in the same degree, the number of those whio 
shall co-operate in sending the Gospel to the 
Temainder. And it does really seem, too, that 
the work of supplying religious instruction to 
our own land—of Christianising it—ought to 


be despatched at once; so that all our popu- |! 


lation may be made ready to direct their ener- 
gies towards the immense and pressing work 


of Christiania; 
Soares Engen, Se HE, & miles from the place of meeting of this church, 


and the Jew. 

A few more extracts are subjoined, to show 
that the efforts made by the American Home 
Missionary Society, and by kindred Societies, 
inadequate as they are, have not been in vain. 
Most important and obvious effects have been 
Wrought out by them, not only on the moral and 
teligious, but also on the intellectual and social 
character of many communities. The mission- 


ary who is sent into our western country, if he | 
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is what he ought to be, feels himself, in ameat- 
ure, responsible for the moral and intellectaa! 
progress of the people around him; and, as a 
general thing, it is in vain to hope for success 
in any kind of schools, or in any benevolent 
operations, where ‘there is no minister. 

A missionary in Missouri thus writes: — 


At the Dardenne the prospects are generally 
brightening. I have preached there during 
the summer one half of the time. Last month 
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was ad- 
It was an interesting season. 
Five who were heads of families were ad- 


| mitted into the church on profession of their 
, faith; three of whom were baptized. This was 
‘a solemn and affecting sight to such of their 


children as had arrived to manhood. Three 


‘ others in that congregation have professed 


religion the last year, making in all eight 
souls. 

Some of these were from a family that 
resided in this State years before it was ceded 
to the American government. , Not having 


| been favored with a common school education 


before they came here, and there being no 


| schools at that early period, the eldest chil- 


} 
' 


| rally bright and active. 





| 
| 


dren were not taught to read, although natu- 
But in consequence 
of their becoming hopefully pious, several of 
them, who are between 35 and 40 years old, 
have commenced learning, and appear to be 
exceedingly happy that they can now read the 
word of the living God. A few years since, 
and this whole family connection knew not 
the Sabbath but to profane it. The voice of 
prayer and praise was not heard in their 
dwellings. Now, the mother and ten of her 
children, including sons and daughters-in-law, 
are, I trust, singing the song of redeeming love. 
O, what achange the Gospel has wreught in 
that family, and in the small settlement at the 
Dardenne! Could you have a view of this 
change, you would devoutly ascribe all the 
glory to God, and be excited to continue to 
them the blessings of the Gospel. In a few 
years, I flatter myself they will be able to sup- 

rt preaching, if they can now receive a 
Tittle assistance. 

The people in this place—writes a missfon- 
ary on the frontiers of New York—were never 
visited by a missionary, nor but once by a 
preacher of our order, till I arrived among 
them. I found a church in one part of this 
extensive tract, consisting of five members 
only. They informed me, that they never had 
received any religious instruction since they 
lived in the place, —_ at the time of their 
organization. By the b — of God on the 
ministration of his word, the little church has 
increased to 25. Also at the distance of nine 


there is a little village commenced. Numbers 
have there located themselves, who were 
members of other churches. That they might 
enjoy the privileges to which they were entitled, 
they obtained letters, and, at their request, I 
organized a church, consisting of 11 members; 
and by mutual agreement between the two 
churches, I have labored every alternate Sab- 
bath with them. In different parts of the 
town I have preached lectures, I think, to the 
amount of one in each week. 

We have attended to the organization and 
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inspection of schools, until almost all the chil- 
as) Youth in the (16 miles in length, 
and 12 in breadth,) are receiving useful instruc- 
tion from competent teachers. 

As Bible classes—writes another—were 
searcely known when I came here, I have 
taken much pains to secure punctuality: and 
have succeeded so far that the majority have 
never failed an exercise in five months. They 
can ride several miles in the worst of weather. 
‘The four classes consist of 120, and the num- 
ber of spectators is much larger than the class. 


The agency of ministers is almost indispen- 
sable in making any kind of efforts to dissem- 
inate religious truth. They must be the 
distributors of Bibles and religious Tracts. 
All those who have attempted to circulate 
Bibles and Tracts, have felt the necessity of 
having agents of known character, residing on 
the spot, and who are acquainted with the 
character and circumstances of the people, 
and interested in the work. 

The following aceount of the proceedings, 
the receipts, and the state of the Society, was 
given by the Secretary in January. 


Since the formation of the A. H. M. Soci- 
ety in the month of May last, the Executive 
Committee have issued commissions to 87 
missionaries. There were at that time in the 
service of the Society 70 previously commis- 
sioned, making 157 missionaries, in whose 
support this Society has rendered aid within 
the last eight months, which is 30 more than 
were —_ by the United Domestic Mis- 
sionary Society during the whole year previous 
to the sang that Society in the National 
Institution. There are now in the service of 
this Society 117 missionaries; and applications 
for aid to other destitute places, are numerous 
and increasing. At the last meeting of the 
Committee, 16 applications were presented, 
all of which had been received in two weeks, 
and most of which the Committee could not 
refuse without doing violence to their own 
feelings, and those of the Christian public 
whom they serve. 

Yet it is plain that they must stay their 
hands from the increase of this work of 
charity, unlesg the churches will more gener- 
= awake to a sense of their duty. They 
will awake. The Lord has given this cause 
favor in the eyes of the people, and he will 

ive them “‘a mind to work.” Eight thousand 
Sollars is the full amount of receipts into the 
Treasury of the Society during the two thirds 
of the year which are now gone. Double that 
sum will be needed before the next anniversa- 
ry. Let the Christians of our country remem- 
her these facts, when they enter into their 
closets to pray. 


———— 
HMisccllancous. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST BOARD. 
DEATH OF MRS. JUDSON. 


Rev. Mr. Yates of the English Baptist Mis- 
sion at Calcutta, has recently arrived in Bos- 
ton, and brought letters which announce the 


Obituary and other Notices. 





May, 


)} death of Mrs. Jupson, the wife of Rev. Dr. 
| Judson, missionary in the Burman empire, 
| Mrs. Judson died at Amherst, a town 
| founded by the English, about the 24th or 
| 25th of October last, after an illness of a 
; month. When this event happened, Dr. Jud- 
' son wag at Ava with the British commission 
| ers, acting as their interpreter, and endeay- 
oring to obtain from the emperor a free toler- 
ation of the Christian religion throughout his 
, dominions. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS. 
DEATH OF MRS. TEMPLE. 


' Wx have to communicate the afflictive intel- 

ligence of the death of Mrs. Tempre, the 
| wife of Rev. Daniel Temple of the Palestine 
| Mission. 

fall account of her sickness and death has 
: been forwarded, but has not yet arrived. Ina 
' short note just received from Mr. Temple, he 
| remarks—*In this event the hand of the 
| Lord has indeed touched me. Her sickness 
and death were accompanied by the most con- 
soling circumstances, on the one hand, and on 
the other, by circumstances —7 fe 
ful. She died in the Lord, and full of faith; 
but I am left to pursue my pilgrimage alone 
with four little ones, in a strange land. My 
| heart is sorrowful, but it is not disconsolate. 
| Though the Lord cause grief, yet will he have 
| compassion. When I caa look up to Him, I 
| am lightened, but when I look in any other 
| direction, all is dark and comfortless.’ 


DEATH OF GEORGE TAMOREE. 


| Grorce Tamoree, a native of the Sand- 
! wich Islands, died on the third of May last. 
| His death was sudden, and was occasioned 

| the influenza which then prevailed th 
those islands. He was the son of the late 
Tamoree, king of Tauai, was educated in the 
Foreign Mission School at Cornwall, and was 
one of the five native youths who sailed with 
the first missionaries to the Sandwich Islands 
in 1819. 


THE MISSIONARY PACKET. 


THE arrival of the Missionary Packet at Val 
paraiso was noticed in our last number. 

telligence has since been received, that she 
arrived safely at the Sandwich Islands about 
the 20th of October. 


CHOCTAW MISSION. 


By recent communications, it a that 
there is an unusual seriousness at several of the 
stations connected with this mission. Many 
among the laborers, and in the schools, are 
anxiously asking what they must do to be 
saved, and some are rejoicing in hope. “Pray 
for us,’”’ says one of the teachers in a letter, 
“that the little cloud which now hangs over 
us, may spread over every part of this wilder- 
ness, and that the poor Choctaws may not be 
passed by.” 


ANNIVERSARIES OF AUXILIARIES. — 


Massacnusetts.—The Essex County Auzil 
iary Society held its first annual mening e 
Newburyport, on Tuesday, 10th. ult. 7 
Rev. B. B. Wisner, of Boston, and the Assist- 





She died at Malta, Jan. 15th. A’ 
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ant Secretary, attended as a deputation from 
the Board. After the annual report had been 
read, a series of resolutions were supported 
addresses from Rev Hosea Hildreth, of 
loucester, the Assistant Secretary, Rev. 
Rodney G. Dennis, of ee, Isaac R. 
Howe, 4 a Haverhill, Rev. David Oli- 
phant, of Beverly, and Rev. Mr. Wisner. 
—Rev. David Kimball, of Ipswich, is Sec- 
retary, and Joseph Howard, Esq. of Salem, is 


Treasurer. 
FORMATION OF AUXILIARIES. 
District oF CotumBia.—The Auxiliary 


Society for the District of Columbia, was form- | 


ed at the Rev. Dr. Laurie’s Church, Washing- 


ton city,on the evening of April 5th. The |} 


Corresponding Secretary of the Board was 
present, and made the necessary explanations. 
After some observations by Rev. R. R. Gur- 
ley, General Agent of the American Colo- 


' nization Society, the usual ~ of organization 


was adopted, and the fo 
were chosen officers. 


Nourse, Esq. Register of the Treasury, 
nt. 


Rev. James Laurie, D. D. of Washington, 

Rev. Stephen B. Balch, D. D. of George- 
town 

Rev. Elias Harrison, and ; 

Thomas Vowel, Esq. of Alexandria, and 

Dr. Joseph Lovell, of Washington, 

John S. Nevius, of G town, Seoretary. 

Col. Michae! Nourse, of Washington, Treasurer. 

Rev. Ichabod Lord Skimmer, Rev. Ralph Randolph 

Gurley, and John Coyle jun. Executive Pommitte. 


FORMATION OF ASSOCIATIONS. 


OHIO. Dick’s Creek. Gent. and Lad. Asso. Rev. 

M. G. Wallis, Pres. Col. John Bigger, V. Pres. Mr. 

Parker, Sec. Mr. Jacob Deardorff, Treas. 4 
coll. Formed Jan. 4. 

Montgomery Co. Washington. Gent. and Lad. 
Asso. Gen. Edmund Munger, Pres. Mr. Jonathan 
Munger, V. Pres. Capt. John Woodman, Sec. Benj. 
Maltbie, Esq. Treas. 4coll. Jan. 1. 

Clermont Co. Williamsburg. Gent. and Lad. 
Asso. Mr. A. McLane, Pres. Mr. John Lyttle, V. 
Pres. Daniel Kain, Esq. Treas. Mr. Nichoias 
Sinks, Sec. 4coll. Re-organized, Dec. 26. 

Hamilton Co. Montgomery. Gent. and Lad. Asso. 
Mr. Hiram Tice, Pres. Mr. John Toulman, V. Pres. 


lowing gentlemen 


Jose 


Vice Prest’s. 


Mr. Wm. Bodine, do. Mr. Wm. Combach, See. Mr. |) 


J. E. MeMears, Treas. 4 coll. Re-orgamized, Dec 29. 


Formation of Auxiliaries and Associations.....Donations. 


‘| Mr. A. Younkin, Sec. 
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Hamilton. Gent. and Lad. Asso. Rev. Francis 
Monfort, Pres. Mr. James Baal, V. Pres. Mr. David 
7. Sec. Mr. A. P. Andrew, Treas. 8 coll. 
lan. 7. 


Washington Co. Watertown and Waterford. Gent. 
Asso, Rev. John Pitkin, Pres. Mr. Benj. Dans, V. 
Pres. Mr. David Duning, Sec. A. T. Nye, Esq. 
Treas. 4coll.—Lad. Asso. Mrs. John Pitkin, Pres. 
Mrs. S. Devol, V. Pres. Mrs. P. Devol, Treas. Miss 
R. Devol, See. 4 coll. Feb. 


Watertown. Lad. Asso. Mrs. L. Deming, Pres. 
Mrs. Sarah Ford,V. Pres. Mrs. E. Hart, Sec. Miss 
Sally Deming, Treas. Feb. 

Jefferson Co. Steubenville. Gent. Asso. - Rev. 
| Charles C. Beatty, Pres. Mr. Hanse Wilson, 
V. Pres. gen. John Patterson, See. Mr. David 
Moody, Treas. 6 col—Lad. Asso. Mrs. D. Hoge, 
Pres. Mrs. Nancy Woods, V. Pres. Mrs. 1. Hallock, 
See. Mrs. J. Slack, Treas, 6 coll, Jan. 21. 


Island Creek. Gent. Asso. Rev. John Tidball, 
| Pres. Mr. Thomas Robi V. Pres. Mr. James 
Alexander, Sec. Mr. Samuel Hunter, Treas. 4 colt. 
|—Lad. Asso. Mrs. T. Robison, Pres. Mrs. David 
| Hone, V. Pres. Mrs. J. Hamilton, Sec. Mrs. Samuel 
| Hunter, Treas. 4coll. March 4. 


Two Ridges. Gent. Asso. Rev. Thomas Hunt, 
| Pres. Andrew Anderson, Esq. V. Pres. Mr. Thom- 
{as Hunt, jr. Sec. Mr. Benj. Coe, Treas. 4 coll.— 
Lad. Asso. Mrs. T. Hunt, Pres. Mrs. Leech, V. Pres. 
Miss Julia Anne Casner, Sec. Mrs. Wm. Winters, 
Treas. 4coll. Feb. 25. . 


| Harrison co. Beach Spring. Gent. and Lad Asso. 
| Rev. John Red, Pres. Mr. Andrew ° 
Pres. Mr. Daniel Welsh, Sec. Mr. James Black, 
| Treas. 4coll. March 6. 
| Beimontco. Crab Apple. Gent. Asso. Rev. Sal- 
' mon Cowles, Pres. Mr. Wm. Marquis, V. Pres. Mr. 
| David Campbell,do. Mr. — Grimes, Sec. Mr. 
| James Campbell, Treas. 4 coll.—Lad. Asso. Mrs. S. 
| Cowles, Pres. Miss Lucinda Cowles, Sec. Mrs. Wm. 


Eagleson, Treas. 4 coll. March 9. 

| St. Clairsville. Gent. and Lad. Asso. Hon. Benj. 

| Ruggles, Pres. Mr. Wm. ‘Templeton, Sec. Mr. 

| George Anderson, Treas. 7 coll, March 11. 
Richland co. Mansfield. .Gent. and Lad. Asso. 

' Rev. James Johnson, Pres. Mr. E. P. Sturgess, V. 

Pres. Mr. E. Hedges, Treas. 5 coll. 

| Fairfield co. Lancaster. Gent. and Lad. Asso. 

| Rev. John Wright, Pres. Mr. David Ewing, V. Pres. 

Mr. Joseph Wood, Treas. 


| DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. Washi 
Pres. chh. under the care of Mr. Post. Gent and le 
' Asso. Rev. Reuben Post, Pres. Mr. John Coyle, 
'V. Pres. Mr. Charles Blagden, Sec. Mr. Andrew 
| Coyle, Treas. 4 coll, March 5. 

Gent. and 


Pres. chh. under the care of Dr. Laurie. 
| Lad. Asso. Kev. James Laurie. D. D. Pres. Joseph 





Springfield. Gent. and Lad. Asso. Rev. John |! Nourse, Esq. V. Pres. Rev. I. L. Skinner, Sec. 
Thompson, Pres. Mr. Benj. Parlie, V. Pres. Mr. |; Michael Nourse, Treas, 7 coll. Mareh 6, 


illiland, Sec. Mr. Hatfield Williams, ‘T’ceas. 

Re-organized, Jan. 7, 1827. 

Pleasant Rid Gent. and Lad. Asso. Rev. 
Daniel Hayden, Pres. Mr. William Wilson, V. Pres, 
Mr. Bartholomew Fowler, Sec. Mr. Wm. Baxter, 
Treas. 6 coll. Jan. 9. 

Walnut Hills, Gent. and Lad. Asso. Mr. P. H. 
Kemper, Pres. Mr. Isaac Conklin, V. Pres. Wm. 
Fielding, Esq. do. Mr. Caleb Kemper, See. Mr. 
Wm. Sanders, Treas. 

Seyen Miles. Names of the officers not reported. 

Bethel Church. Not reported. 


Reoll. 


|| Pres. chh. under the care of Mr. Baker. 
|| Lad. Asso. 





Gent. and 
Dr. Joseph Lovell, Pres. §S. Collins, V. 
Pres. James H. Handy, Sec. Joseph Haskell, Treas. § 
}ecotl, March 8. 

| Georgetown. Pres. chh. Gent. and Lad. Asso. 
Rev. S. B. Balch, D. D. Pres. Mr. David English, 
| V. Pres. Mr. Wm. Williamson, Sec. Mr. J. S. Nev- 
| jus, Treas. 8coll. March 7. 


{ VIRGINIA, Pertersburg. Pres.chh. Gent.and 
Lad. Asso. Rev. Benj. Rice, Pres. Mr. Fran- 
cis Fallet, V. Pres. Mr. Wm. M. Atkinson, Sec. 
Mr. Hugh Nelson, Treas. 12 coll. March 22. 
VERMONT. Orange Co. Bradford, Names 
« ad “* Newbury, the 
« * “ -Tunbridge, Jofficers 


} and time of formation not ieported. 





Donations, 


FROM MARCH 21sT, To APRIL 20TH, INCLUSIVE. 


I, AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 


Addison co. a : . 
Brad co. Vt. E peoam, Tr 


port, Gent 6 45 


La. 19 50 





Cornwall, Gent. 21 29 
fo 16 58 
Monkton, La. 1109 , 
Starksboro’ La. 2 S6—aee-77 47 
| Cheshire co. N.H. 
Goshen, Gent, and la. 17 10 
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Ghent, N. Y. Mon. con. 1117 

Gienn’s Falls, N.Y. La. frag. so. 3d pay. for 
Caroline W. Rogers at Mackinaw, 12 00 

Granby, Ms. P. Smith, for Pal. miss. 5 00 


Greenbush, N.Y. Rev. T.S. Wickes, 5 
Greenwich, N.J. Miss. so. 6 
Guilford, Vt. S. Gregory, 3 

y,Ms. Mon. con. 90 


He 
Halifax, Vt. Mf. 16 3 


Hamp. Chris. Depos. Ms. Cummington, coll. 
for house for Mr. Richards at the Sandw. Ist. 
12,93: Plainfield, coli. for do. 12,07; Worth- 
ington, coll. for do. 3; fem. char. so. 1,45; 
Northampton, a friend, 30; ' Southampton, 
B. B. Jones,1; West Hampton, chh. 18,26; 

Harford, Pa. J. Taylor, 

Hillsdale, N. Y. Mon. con. 

Hudson, N. Y. Mon. con. in Presb. chh. 

Irville,O. A friend, 

Ithaca, N.Y. Rev. S. Parker, 

Jonesboro’ Ten. ‘Two. indiv. 

Keene, N. H. _ Mon. con. 

Lancaster, Pa. Mon. con. 

Lewis, N. Y. Rev. C.:Cumstock, 

Litchfield, Ct. B. Tallmadge, for new school 
house at Cornwall, 

Litchfield co. Ct. (of which to constitute the 
Rev. SEHPHEN MASON, of Washington, 
an Honorary Member of the Board, 50;) 300 

Litchfield, N.Y. Mon. con. in presb. so. 7 

Lowville, N. ¥. Chh. in Stow’s square, 5 

Madison, N.Y. Mon. con. 2 

Manchester, Va. Mrs. E. K. R. Caskie,3d pay. 
for Divie Bethune, 2 

Manlius Village,N.¥. Mon. con. in presb. chh. 100 

Marbichead, Ms. Ladies in Rey. S. Dana’s so. 
for Samuel Dana in Ceylon, 12; two ladies to 
constitute the Rev. DAVID JEWETT of 
Gloucester an Honorary Member of the 
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Board, 50; 62 
Middletown, N.Y. Rev. E. King’s family, 4 
Mount Ararat,Pa. Mercy Tyler, 3 
Newark. O. Gent. asso. 8; ia. asso. 7; 15 00 
Newbury, Ms. La, miss. so.in Beliville par. 16 17 


Newburyport, Ms. La. asso. in 4th. chh. 50 


New Providence, N. J. Fem. juv. hea. sch.so. 12 


Newton, Ms. Mon. con. in E. par. for dnn Ho- 
mer at Elliot, 15 
New York city, Ladies of Brick chh. 2d pay. for 
a school in Ceylon, 36; coll. in do. for Pal. 
miss. 16.19; fem. bible class in Wall st. ehh. 
to constitute the Rev. WILLIAM PHIL- 
LIPS an Honorary Member of the Board, 50; 
two ladies, ree’d at Cornwall, 16; J. MeNinch, 
for ed. two Indian chil. 24; mon. con. in 7th 


Norfolk, Ct. D. Frisbie, Jr. 5; ¢. box of his 
i.3; Phebe Guiteau, 50c. 
Northumberland, N. ¥. Mon. con. 
Northumberland, Pa. Fem. miss. so. 2%; coll. 
in presb. chh. 4; mon. con. in do, 4; 
Norwich, Ct. Mon. con. in Ist. so. 20; C. 


Lathrop. 6; : F 26 

Ogden, N. Y. Mon. con. in cong. chh. 10; cir. 
pray. meeting, 18,14; 28 
iz,N. Y. Union so. mon. con. 2 
Paris, Ky. Presb. chh. 110 

Pelham, N.H. Rev. Dr. J. H. Church, for Ste- 
phen Church in Ceylon, 12; N. Hutchinson, 1; 13 
ru, Vt. Mon.con.2; Mrs.H.Barnard,1; 3 
Philadelphia, Pa. Fem. Ceylon so. 60 
Prattsburg, N.Y. Mrs. D. Judson, 2 
Princeton, N. J. Mon. con. in Theol. sem. 5 
25 


Red Hook, N.Y. Ref. Dutch chh. 
Richmond, Va. Young la. miss. so. 40; mon. 
con. 5; miss. asso. in part, 2; Miss I. Pleas- 


ants, 2d pay. for Indiana La Fayette, 12; 59 
Richmond and Manchester, Va. Aen. so. dona. 
99 


16,25; sub. 47, mon. con. 27,27; 


Rochester, N. Y. Mon. con. in April, 53 50 
Rochester, Ms. Fem. miss. so. 2d precinct, for 
bay miss. 


Salem, Ms. Mon. con. in S. so. 12 77 | 
Pa. J. Donaldson, t; S. Williamson, 1; 2 00 | 
Sanford, Me. Miss K. W. M. 2; MissA.G.1; 3 00 
Shepherdstown. Va. La. bible class, 4th pay. 
for Mary Bryan, 12; do. for a bible for do. 80c. 
G. W. for Indian chil. 10¢. 12 90 





| Suckasunny, N.J. Mrs. Woodruff, 8th pay. 
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Donations. 





Sherburne, Ms. A friend, 

Sherburne, N.Y. Mon. con. 18,50; fem. char. 
so. in E. so. 12; 

Sinking Creck,Pa. Aux. 80. 

Spring field,Ms. A friend, 

St. Clairsville,O. Sab. school, r 

St. Johnsbury, Vt. Bion. in 2d. » 80. 

Stockholm, N. Y. Agi. miss. so. 3 fem. 
cent sv. 13,63; E! Hulburd, 5; 

Stuyvesant, N.Y. Mon. con. 

Stoneham, Ms. Rev. J. H. Stevens, 

Strongsviile,O. Fem. char, so. 


co 
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eo He OF akan 


for P. Riggs, and Sarah P. Riggs, 

Suliivan, N.H. Fem. cent. 60, 

Ticonderoga, N. ¥. Mon. con. 

Trenron, N.Y. L. Younglove, 5, N. Gurney, 6, 

Utica, N.Y. Mon. com 14, 36; av. of rings, 28¢. 

Walnut Hills,O. Indiv. 

Watertown, N.Y. G. W. Knowlton, 

Vest Chester,N.H. Mon. con. 

Westminster, Vt. Fem. char. so. in W. par. 8; 
ded. loss on Kennebee note, 1,20; 

Westmoreland, N. Y. Mon. con. in Rev. A. 
Crane’s so. 24,42; coll. in do 28,19; 

West Newbury, Ms. Fem. Jews so. in 2d. par. 


a ewvuteus 


fur Pal. miss. 10 50 


Weymouth, S. par. Ms. Mra. A. Loud, for Wil- 


liam Tyler at the Sandw. Isl. 10 21 
00 


Winhall, Vt. Mon. con. 
Zanesville and Putnam, O. Miss. 80. 84 
Unknown, or purposely concealed by the donors, 
Two ladies 7th. pay. for a child in Cher. na, 15; 
ladies, 8; : 23 
Whole amount of donations acknowledged in the 
preceding lists, $7,731.94. 


Ill. LEGACIES. 


| Francestown, N.H. John Smith, dec'd, for the 


support of missionaries at the west, by T. 
Brown, Exr. 50 


| Newport, N. H. Elkanah Carpenter, dec’d, for 
perience C 


Elkanah Carpenter and Ex, 

in Ceylon, by J. Brech, Exr. 
South Hadley, Ms. Jahleel Woodbridge, dec’d 

in part, 25 


|| Pomfret, Ct. Rev. Walter Lyon, dec'd, in part, 200 00 
| West Springfield, Ms. John Ashly, dee’d ae . 


part, by S. Lothrop, 


IV. DONATIONS IN CLOTHING, ke. 


{ Austinburg. 0. A sleigh, fr. J. Cowles, 10; 


board of Mr. I. Van Tassel, 6 wks. by Rev G. 
H. Cowles; do.4 wks. by Dr. Hawley and 
E. Austin; cloth, &e. fr. J. Austin, 14; flannel, 
&e. fr. indiv. 4. 

Boston, Ms A box, fr. indiv. for Rev. W. 
Richards, Sandw. Islands; sundries, fr. ladies, 
for Sandw. Islands. 


| Brewnheim,O. Sundry articles, 


Chester, W. par. N. H. A box, fr, females, for 
Harmony. 

Euclid,O. Provisions and clothing. 

Fairfield, Ct. Sundries, fr. la. miss. so. 

Hadley, Ms. A bedquilt,fr. fem. chil. 

Hamp. Chris. Depos. Ms. Sundries, fr. fem. 
asso. in Cummington; fr. N. Janes, Goshen; 
fr. fem. asso, Hatheld; fr. gent. asso. Norwich; 
fr. M. Wright, Westhampton; and fr. fem. 
char. so. Worthington. : 

Hartford, Vt. A roll of cloth, fr. N. relig. so. 

Harwinton, Ct. A box, fr. fem. benev. so. 


| Mercer, Pa. Clothing fr. R. and A. Patterson, 10 00 


Monson, Ms. Young men’s so. for Greek Youth, 
5.84; S. and H. 50c¢. Mrs. S. F. 1.25; and sun- 
dries fr. other indiv. 2 box fr. ladies, by 
fem. frag. so. for Dwight, 45. 


| Newark, O. Sundries fr. gent. asso. 13; clothing 


&e. fr. la. asso. 13.37. 

New Haven,Ct. Sundries, from indiv. ' 

Newport, N.H. A box fr. fem. char. so. for 
wes. miss. 

Newton, Ms. A box, of soap, for Sandw. Isl. 
miss. fr. W. Jackson. 

— Ct. Sundries fr. la. working so. for 


non 
North Milford, Ct. Sundries from ladies. 
Salem, Pa. A horse fr. Miss. B. Beattie, 
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shoes fr. S. Sqnith, 1.25. 

Strongsville,O, A bundle, 10.84; dried fruit, 

ke. fr. Ber Mr. Shaler. 

Sulliva’ . H. Sundries fr. miss. so. 12.63; 
do. fr. cent. so.3.72; 16 35 

Unity se. Perry co.O. Sundries. 

Wr Mareford, Cu, A ton fr. la. work, so. fi 
‘est t, . & 80. lor 
Emmaus. 


Weedbury, Ct. Sundries fr. young la. so. 
Worcester Central asso. Ms. Sundry bibles and 


testaments, and shoes fr. aux. so. 
Zanesville, and Putnam,O. Sundries, 112 37 
Committed to the care of A. Thomas, Utica, N. 7. 
eee ,U.C. A box, fr. ladies, for Sandw. 
s. 


Sherburne, N.Y. E. so. a box fr. fem. char. so. 72 15 


EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPONDENCE. 
Tue following extracts from letters recently 
received, are inserted as evidence of a grow- 
ing interest in the cause of Foreign Missions; 
and the question is respectfully submitted to 
all the readers of this work, whether the 
spirit exhibited in these extracts, is not thé 
spirit which the Gospel enjoins upon all 
Christians; and whether, if all who profess 
to love Him that died to make « propitiation 
for the sins of the world, should feel and act, 
as these 
means would not speedily be furnished for 
sending the Gospel to every nation under 
heaven? 

The first extract is from a letter written by 
a clergyman in the State of New-York; who 
has felt it to be his duty, not only to speak 
well of the missionary cause, and tocontribute 
something himself; but also to defend it, and 
urge on his people its claim to their patron- 
age. Do not facts every where establish the 
correctness of the views here expressed re- 
specting the influence of a missionary spirit? 


I tly fear that there is awful deficiency 
on part of many of the ministers of Christ, 
in pleading the cause of Foreign Missions. 
We have a multitude of objects nearer home; 
our Bible Societies, our Tract Societies, our 
Sunday Schools, and our Home Missionary 
Societies; and many seem to think that there 


creature; and when we noe to think that 
too much is undertaken, and that if any thing 
is given up, it must be that in which the very 
spirit of this command is most clearly discov- 
erable,—the enterprise of overstepping all sec- 
tional and national boundaries, and salutin 

with the glad tidings of salvation the whole o 
our fallen race,—I fear that there is danger in 
respect to other departments of Christian be- 
nevolence. Keep alive the missionary spirit 
and every thi 
also: but let this go down, and every thing 
else that is really good, will go along with it. 
My people are ready to help other objects of 


else of consequence will live 








benevolence just in proportion as I can excite 
and keep ative their interest in the Missionary 
cause. 


The following note shows that one individ- 
ual who is willing to make the effort, can do 
much for the cause of missions. Without 
doubt one great reason why more is not done, 
is, that so few will take the lead, and be at 


76 00 |; the trouble of presenting this cause before the 


Christian community in which they live, and 
of collecting from them what they are willing 
to give. Are there not many individuals who 
can do as the writer of this note, has done? 


Boston, April 16, 1827. 
To the Treasurer of the A. B. C. F. M. 


Sir,—The inclosed sum of $350 is collected 
from a number of Ladies in this city to aid 
the Board of Foreign Missions. The 
of Mr. Hall, our late missionary at ¥ 
together with the statements ia the Herald 
Feb. respecting the de state of the 
funds, have impressed them with the duty of 
contributing on this occasion. Although not 
so large asum as they would be happy to send 
you, they consider it a privilege to contribute 
a little towards the noble work of e 
ing the world. They are already reminded by 


ii bate dene cheatin 5 the death of one of the donors, to do qi 


what their hands find to do, before the 
of death cometh when no man can work. We 
hope and expect your funds will be enlarged 
by similar donations. 

P. S. Accept also the sum of $50 from 
two ladies in ——, to constitute the 


Rev. , of , an 
member of the Board. 








The following paragraph is extracted froma 
letter, which inclosed a donation of twelve dol- 
lars. The writer isa clergyman, who has 
shown a strong and uniform attachment to the 
missionary cause. After adverting to his nar- 
row circumstances, the writer proceeds thus: 


Pe... = o ban mag Heaven, and 4 
tigue and frugality, ure a little for 
colene objects of hemene ond religious char- 
ity. Ithink I can honestly say, that I am wil- 
= to go through one fourth part more than 
ordinary fatigue and hardship, at least, in or- 
der that I may have the to devote to 
these objects. Had I not been cheered and 
ona by a ~— of this kind, I should 

bably long ago have sunk under m ref 
rials and ron Pa The obdjects of the A. 
C. F. M. were very dear to me long be- 
- it ea —— I was 17 

age. Iam willing to night . 
and to pass through storms and parting ra 
this cause. I have no misgivings, with regard 
to it; but have full confidence that it will 
per, and eventually deliver the world 
cruelty, oppression, and wo. 


The letter closes with an affectionate testi- 
mony to the worth of the late Mr. Hall, of 
Bombay, with whom the writer was person 
ally acquainted. 








